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A STAR AND A ROAD 


F. C. HOGGARTH 


the manger at Bethlehem, are something 

of a mystery. We know little about 
them, though tradition has done its best to 
supply our lack, telling us their names, their 
number and even the lands from which they 
came. Yet the reticent anonymous tale in the 
Gospel is more impressive than all the legends. 


Tite Wise Men who found their way to 


Their presence at Bethlehem is amazing. 
Nothing surely in the Gospel story is more 
extraordinary. From the Jewish point of 
view, these men were rank outsiders. In 
them the Gentiles are in the story from the 
beginning. More than two years had they 
been on the road. Yet while Persia was pres- 

ent at the Manger, Jerusalem, but a dozen 
miles away, was absent. Here was the great- 
est happening in all history and the people 
who lived next door missed it! 

Religion it is claimed has much to lear 
from the scientific mind and this strange story 
suggests that there is truth in the claim. For 

these Magi were the scientists of their day, 
though their science was long ago superseded. 
They were astrologers and their study of the 
stars was partly bound up with their religion. 
Worshippers of the God of Light, the sun 
and moon and stars had a central place in 
their thoughts. The stars were supposed to 
have the destinies of men in their keeping. 
Men found in the night sky their oracle. Great 
and signal events on earth were supposed to 
be announced by the stars. 

The stars were thus closely watched and 
consulted. For these watchers they had their 

meanings and their messages. For certain 
happenings there were certain interpretations. 
A new star for instance was often supposed 
to indicate the birth of a prince. The birth 
of Gustavus Adolphus is said by astrologers 
to have been foretold by the discovery of a 
‘new star in the Constellation of Cassiopeia. 
The link is an interpretative one. It is not the 
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birth that draws out the star. The star ap- 
pears according to the ordered timetable of 
the heavens and for astrologers it has a cer- 
tain significance. It is the interpretation that 
matters. “How readest thou?” we ask, and 
along these lines comes the answer. 


There have been endless conjectures as to 
the Star of Bethlehem. Kepler thought it was 
a new star seen in a conjunction of Jupiter, 
Venus and Mars in the sign of “Pisces” which 
signified Judaea. One of the best suggestions 
came from J. H. Moulton who thought it was 
possibly a new star such as flames out in the 
sky, dwindling speedily and fading from 
sight, with which the wise men associated the 
birth of some great personality. 

All we can say for certain is that astronom- 
ical or rather astrological reasons prompted 
the journey of the Magi. Because of some- 
thing seen in the night sky, and interpreted 
according to their “science,” they took the 
road. 

The star was simply a clue, a challenge to 
set out on a quest. It told them nothing defi- 
nite. Only after their arrival in Jerusalem 
and their receipt of the information about 
Bethlehem, did the star, which apparently 
they had lost, reappear and seemed to stand 
over Bethlehem. Actually, stars do not stand 
over any particular spot to the exclusion of 
other places. A star that stands over Beth- 
lehem, stands equally over Jerusalem. If the 
Pole Star stands directly over my house at a 
certain hour, one who lives in a place miles 
away can make with equal truth the same 
claim. Perhaps the most impressive thing in 
the story is the Magi’s response to the chal- 
lenge of that starry clue. Therein is seen the 
true scientific spirit. The star told them very 
little, but on the strength of it, they were 
prepared to set out on a long, long quest. As 
they sought the weeks turned to months and 
the months to years. However primitive their 
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“science, their spirit is admirable. In that 
spirit have all the great discoveries been made. 

They had no sure knowledge of their goal. 
They knew neither the length of the way, nor 
what they would find. They had the hint 
and that was enough. They were sufficiently 
keen to follow up the clue, and evidently had 
faith that the goal would in the end justify 
the going. 

All great discoverers it has been said are 
men of daring. Dr. D. S. Cairns says it is 
that above all else that strikes him about scien- 
tific discoverers. He instances the statue of 
Newton in the ante-chapel at Trinity College, 
Cambridge, in which a great imaginative 
artist in marble has depicted the spirit of 
scientific discovery. 

“It might be the face of some captain at 
the climax of some earth shaking battle on 
which the fortunes of centuries depend. As 
he stands there looking into the unknown, 
he is the very picture of daring.” Any true 
representation of these wise men must not 
omit that trait in them. They also were men 
of daring. If their motto had been “safety 
first” they would have made no discovery, 
and the world would have been vastly poorer 
lacking this heroic and beautiful tale. Like an 
earlier pioneer they went out not knowing 
whither they went. For it is of the very 
nature of faith that it does not know the end 
from the beginning. Often all it sees is a 
beckoning light and a road. 


Religion should share that spirit equally 
with the scientist, for the quest of both is 
truth in one or other of its aspects. The trou- 
ble with the organized religion of Jerusalem 
was the absence of this spirit. Pharisee and 
Sadducee were too busy maintaining the status 
quo to set out on new quests for truth. 


In common with all such seekers, the pa- 
tient persistence of these Magi, is impressive. 
When we remember how tentative and experi- 
mental the enterprise was, and how unex- 
pectedly the road lengthened, and how they 
lost the star, and had to continue on the 
strength of a past vision, we salute their pa- 
tient endurance. Most likely there would be 
false trails and the retracing of mistaken 
steps; there would be obstacles and difficul- 
ties not a few, yet they held on their way 
and in the end came to Bethlehem. 


The following up of clues is a great secret 
in both religion and science. The planet Nep- 
tune was discovered by that method. There 
was something about Uranus that puzzled 
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astronomers. It didn’t quite keep to its time 
table. There seemed to be some unknowr 
influence affecting it that no astronomer 
could explain. That was the clue whicl 
Adams and LeVerrier set their minds upon 
They calculated the position and the size o 
the “influence,” and prophesied that carefu 
investigation by telescope would reveal in th: 
place indicated a new world. And so i 
proved. A planet eighty-five times the siz: 
of the earth, of whose existence no one hae 
known, was discovered and was named Nep 
tune. 


Burbank’s discoveries and creations ii 
plant life were due to his genius for seein) 
clues and following them up persistently fe 
years. — A clue hidden it might be amon 
10,000 blooms, which not one person in 
thousand would see. 


Science is full of such romance. From seem 
ingly insignificant clues, come at times mos 
amazing finds. No true scientist despises 
clue however slight. It may be a potentie 
discovery of profound importance. He keey 
his eyes open for clues, for anything that - 
an index finger in the realms of truth, ani 
is prepared patiently and humbly to follo» 
where the clue directs. Only they who thu 
seek, find. | 


More of that spirit is needed in the quest c 
religious truth. We are often too indolem 
too indifferent, too fearful, too complacent t 
follow up the clues. Unlike the wise men w 
are not prepared to go on a quest. We hay 
not nearly so much faith and daring am 


keenness as those eastern astrologers. | 


We make no discoveries in religion, becaus 
we lack this spirit. In our firmament there — 
guidance in some form. No life is so poa 
that has not within its bounds clues to tray’ 
by, significant beckonings which if loyall 
and bravely and patiently followed will lex 
to great discoveries. There are clues in ever 
life which if followed will lead to the plac 
of vision and of worship. Our restlessness, ow 
sense of inadequacy in face of life’s dee 
needs, our cries de profundis, our longins 
for goodness and beauty and truth are 4 
clues. 


Ann Veronica in Wells’ novel of that name 
a girl who had run away from home, fine 
herself at last in prison as a Suffragist, her li: 
a seemingly hopeless tangle. She “kneels c 
the floor of her cell, clasps her hands an 
remains a long time in silence. ‘O God’ sk 
cries “how I wish I had been taught to pra: 
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I suppose I believe in God, but I have never 
really thought about Him... people don’t.” 
Such an experience is as real and as prom- 
ising a clue as was the star to the Magi. It 
only needs to be followed. Not a few who 


all 


lose their way and come to be without God 
and without hope, do so through refusing the 
challenge of some clue that would have done 
for them at least as much as did the Star of 
Bethlehem for the wise men. 


ra 


INTERNATIONAL REALISM 


C. IRVING BENSON 


i R. H. G. WELLS has been warning us that humanity 
| ts facing enormous dangers. If it wants to survive, he 
says, it must make enormous adjustments. The advance 
of science, the wonderful progress in the mastery of 
nature, of which our modern world does well to be 


proud, point to the reasonableness, the possibility and the necessity 
of a world community. There is something deeply wrong with us, 
when, with the means of abolishing most of the human woes, we 


cannot, or will not, do it. 


NE of the fine arts of life is to learn 

() from people with whom we disagree. 

Poor indeed are they who cleave only 

to those who agree with them. There are 

few men with whom I disagree so often as 

»with Mr. H. G. Wells, and for that very 

-reason I read almost everything he writes. 

- Like all growing minds, his views have under- 

gone many sea changes and he is not chained 
by any slavery to consistency. 


There is much—very much—to be said for 

his thesis that the teaching of history on the 

_ basis of nationalism should be scrapped. The 

history that separates prevails. The new his- 

tory, Mr. Wells urges, should concentrate on 

the study of the development of socially 
binding ideas. 


This Silly Creature 


He tries to point out that “the human ani- 
mal as a species is facing enormous dangers. 
If it wants to survive it has to make extraor- 
dinary adjustments. This is not idealism, 
it is a valid statement. . . . I believe that the 

object of education is to adapt this silly crea- 

ture (man) to social existence and to break 
down a lot of natural tendencies and also to 
“resist the urge to destroy one another.” Mr. 
Wells likened Nationalism to a stained-glass 
- window which threw colors on to a body on 
which a doctor was operating. The different 
colors made it impossible to see things in a 
true light. Mr. Wells considers that man is 
_ now approaching an adult stage and appar- 


be. 
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ently suggests that it is time for him to put 
away childish things. 


The Human Family) 


Some of these observations have been 
voiced from a thousand pulpits but now that 
Mr. Wells has said them they may have fresh 
striking force. Unless the human beings on 
this planet can learn to live together as a 
family, they will slide back to the jungle. It 
is a race between education and chaos. Long 
ago Jesus taught that the solution of all the 
world’s problems is to pray “Our Father”— 
not “my” Father, but “our Father.” God has 
no favorite races and all life is precious in 
His sight. Until we repent, i.e., change our 
minds and learn Christ’s attitude to the world, 
there will be hatreds, clashes, threats, wars 
and rumors of wars. Let the comfortable sub- 
urbanite inform himself of the needs of men 
and women and children in India, Africa, 
Japan, Italy and Germany and then ask him- 
self whether the present distribution of the 
land surface and resources of this planet can 
or ought to continue indefinitely. 

The mastery of nature which has been 
attained would enable us to abolish most of 
the woes that have afflicted humanity since 
the dawn of history. Such inventions as the 
wireless, the cinematograph and the aeroplane 
have made a closer connection between the 
different human groups not merely possible 
but necessary. 

We are bound to one another. “No man 
(or nation) liveth or dieth unto himself.” But 
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tide of spiritual energy we cannot attain 
Christ’s teaching of the world community. We 
need the faith that can transform men and 
women and recreate society across the bound- | 
aries of nation and race. Only as we are made: 
into better and different people can we be: 
rightly related to one another. That is why: 
Christianity sets the primary emphasis upon | 
life-changing. The essence of the Christian. 
message, says Mr. Paton, is not rearrangement! 


the tragedy of our modern world is that we 
are forming ourselves into mutually exclusive 
and hostile groups and that a considerable 
part of mankind is gripped by a passionate 
racial, national or class grouping or is afflicted 
by a sense of bewilderment. 


Mankind Is Not Fit 


“The world has become a unity, and for 
this high destiny mankind is not yet fit,” says 


Romain Rolland. We have ready to our hands 
the means of supplying the needs of every 
mortal on earth and yet we cannot or will not 
do it. Why? 

In his highly informative book on “World 
Community” (Student Christian Movement), 
Mr. William Paton says, “We know these 
things and we also know that somehow or 
other we cannot rise to the occasion, Our 
defect is not primarily intellectual. True, the 
study of economics is difficult and high 
finance is a mystery, but we do not really in 
our hearts believe that all the mournful busi- 
ness of quotas and trade restrictions, burning 
food to keep the price up . . . and the rest of 
it, is due to an inability on the part of good 
men to devise any better way. We know that 
there is something more deeply wrong with 
us than that.” 

On the technical sidé we are ready for a 
world community, and the work of our best 
brains has brought it nearer to us. And yet, 
as Mr. Paton points out, we are told that we 
must be realists and so the wider brotherhood 
of men is dismissed as a mere and empty 
dream. Yet, unless we are to regard all the 
possibilities that science has opened up to us 
as belonging to some other world than our 
own, it is the internationalists who are the 
realists and it is the nationalists who want to 
put back the clock or fly in the face of facts 
and other such unrealistic conduct. 


Can Men Be Changed? 


What we are witnessing in the world today 
is the shaking and breaking of every effort to 
order human life on any other basis than that 


of the world community for which God 
made it. 


Mr. Paton says that there is something 
deeply wrong with us when, with the means 
of abolishing most of the human woes, we 
cannot, or will not, do it. This involves the 
fundamental question—Can Men Be Changed? 
The answer of Christianity is a confident 
“Yes!” The spirit of Christ has, in point of 
fact, changed human nature and continues 
to change it wherever men and women believe 
and follow His way of living. Without a rising 
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but regeneration. 
My Country, Right Or Wrong 

The love of one’s own nation can be a 
good and beautiful thing, but like other hu- 
man things, it becomes tainted with sin and’ 
then it is selfish and exclusive. 

Recognizing and cherishing all that is val- 
uable in patriotism we cannot escape the con- 
viction that the one condition of a stable: 
world order is that there should be some sur-- 
render of absolute national sovereignty. The: 
Marquis of Lothian in his Burge Lecture, 
envisaged a world-state and held that a 
council of sovereign States leaves untouched! 
the central problem of unchecked national 
sovereignty. Some who would not go the full 
length with him are prepared to admit that! 
the claim of each national State to be judge 
of its own case is a potent cause of national 
disorder. The abandonment of the claim of 
absolute national sovereignty is a duty that 
the Church should urge upon the nations. Neo 
Christian can support a blind loyalty which 
declares: “My country, right or wrong.” 

God Has A Plan 

The Christian attitude is that God has = 
plan for this world and in His plan is the 
solution of all the problems that perplex us: 
When we pray “Thy will be done,” we ought 
to mean that we surrender ourselves to God's 
plan for the world. “Thy Kingdom come” is 
the offer of ourselves to the reign of God, the 
consent to be God-controlled. 

All our efforts for a better world are par 
of our powerful prayer to God. It is some 
times said that the Kingdom, as Jesus taugh 
it, is God’s, and men can no more establish + 
than they can make the sun to rise in heaven 
True, our attitude must always be that of trus 
in the Divine power and wisdom, which wil 
accomplish for us what we cannot do for our 
selves. But this does not mean that we are te 
stand by passively until God fulfils His prom. 
ises. Surely “Thy will be done, on earth a 
in heaven” cannot mean, in the words of the 
parody of a well-known hymn: 

Sit down, O men of God 
His Kingdom He will bring. 
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Whenever it may please His will. 
You cannot do a thing. 


Adventurous Peace 


Wherever a life is surrendered to God 
here is an opening where God can work out 
lat much more of His plan and on our part 
fe ought to give ourselves to the obvious 
iristian tasks in the world in the conviction 
tat, when enough of us join together in 


as 


doing so, we have every ground for expecting 


that commensurate results will follow. 

At a time when men’s hopes of international 
goodwill have sunk to the lowest ebb, it is the 
paramount duty of Christianity to teach with 
flaming power the Master's revelation of the 
world as a family and to point the way to those 
springs of spiritual energy which alone can 
lift us out of the shallows of nationalism into 
the adventurous peace of husman brotherhood. 
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THE A B C OF CHRISTIANITY 


PROF. H. RICHARD RASMUSSON 


NE Sunday morning several years ago, 
Dr. Frank Slutz of Dayton, Ohio, put 
his hand on my shoulder and said- 
: om, did you ever stop to think when 
was that Jesus gave His disciples their 
mD. examination in religion” Without 
io any answer I might have given 
© continued: “It was not at Capemaum, in 
me beginning of their discipleship, but at 
va Philippi, when His ministry was 
Caring its end. Then it was that He asked 
em: “Whom do ye say that I am” 
sus ended His ministry among His dis- 
iples with a question that had to do with 
Be intellectual formation of their faith: 
nom do ye say that I am?” He didn’t begin 
fith this question. He was far too wise for 
fat He knew that you couldn’t force belief. 
Vhen Alice in Wonderland faced the Queen’s 
ssertion that she was one hundred one years, 
fe months, and one day old, she cried: “I 
ant your” said the Queen, “Try again. 
Yaw a deep breath and shut your eyes.” 
When belief is forced that way it becomes 
hin and artificial Knowing this, Jesus never 
led to force it. He knew that belief had to 
ime out of moral living and action in life. 


5 
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@ He began His ministry with an appeal to 
oral adventure: “Follow me.” 

I am not interested in the Ph. D. questions 
€ Christianity. Instead I want to emphasize 
e near-end of Christianity, where everyone 
EF us must begin, if the Christian religion is 
1x to be real to us in experience. 


religion is adventure. Many religious services 
can be described this way: “A docile old man 
in the pulpit preaching to a docile congrega- 
tion to be still more docile” Still there is 
religion as adventure. 


One of my favorite definitions of religion 
describes it thus: “Religion, at its source, is 
personal adventure on a way of living.” Chris- 
tianity should be the adventure of the soul 
into heroic living and thinking Jesus made 
it so when He came preaching. 

Christianity began in a great adventure. 
Before it became “creedalized and imstitu- 
tionalized it was spiritual adventure in a 
hitherto untried way of living.” How very 
real that fact became when I read from my 
Bible on the Lake of Galilee such words as 
these: “Follow me,” “Come ye after me,” “Tf 
any man would be a disciple of mine, let him 
deny himself and take up his cross daily and 
follow me.” I realized then that Christ did 
not come into the world to make life easy, 
but to make it great. 

Pizarro, the Peruvian explorer, once faced 
his men with this challenge. Drawing a Ime 
on the sand from East to West and turning to 
the South he said to his followers: “Friends 
and comrades! On that side are toil, hunger, 
nakedness, the drenching storm, desertion and 
death; on this, ease and pleasure . . . choose 
each man what best becomes a brave Cas- 
tilian. For my part I go to the South.” Jesus 
came preaching to men with an appeal like 
this 


Without spiritual adventurousness there are 
some things we can never know. Will it ever 
be possible to organize the world for peace 
instead of war? I don’t know. But it is be- 
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coming clearer every day that logic alone 
cannot bring an answer. We must have faith 
enough to try. We must have spiritual adven- 
turousness enough to set ourselves to organize 
the world for peace. Only so can we prove 
the matter under debate. 

We know now that we are perfectly safe 


sailing into the horizon with our ships. But 
once mankind did not know it. It was our 
forefather’s geographical adventurousness that 
discovered the truth. 


Here is a person who wants solid proof 
about the worth of the Christian life. So he 
comes saying: “Prove to me that if I lose my 
life for the Kingdom’s sake, I will find it 
richer and more abundant; that sowing to 
the spirit, I will from the spirit reap deeper 
spiritual realities; that faith in God can bring 
peace and power; that practicing the Golden 
Rule is wholesome ethics.” But nobody can 
prove this logically to anyone. He must have 
faith enough to try the Christian life. We can 
get at the truth here only by way of spiritual 
adventure, putting these propositions to the 
test of life. And if we will not engage in such 
adventure, we cannot know. 

Halford Luccock has  pertinently — said: 
“There may be an A B C in religion. There 
is no Q E D.” Christianity is personal adven- 
ture on a way of living. And only he who 
tries it can know. 


II 


“B” stands for the word begin. A student 
about to graduate from school went to his 
college president complaining that he couldn’t 
believe this and that doctrine of Christianity. 
The president said to the student: “Go to 
your room; take out a sheet of paper and 
write down what you do believe.” The student 
obeyed. He wrote down first of all: “I believe 
that the life of the Nazarene is the life I 
ought to live now and I am willing to try it.” 


I underscore the word “now.” “I believe that 
the life of the Nazarene is the life I ought to 
live now.” 


Procrastination is a vice all of us need to 
beware of. And not least of all with reference 
to the Christian adventure. These are serious 
words from the Bible: “Now is the day of 
salvation; now is the acceptable time.” 


It is said that Augustine, before he became 
a Christian, used to pray: “Lord make me 
pure, but not yet.” Many of us are like that. 
We want to be Christian, but not yet. We 
want the good life, but not yet. We are go- 
ing to give up this evil habit and that, but 
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not yet. We delay, put off, procrastinate, put: 
the serious start of these things into tomor- - 
row. My plea is: don’t delay; begin now. 


III 


“C” stands for Christ and commitment to) 
Him. A student asked me the other day for: 
a definition of a Christian. I answered him} 
by saying that a Christian was a Christ-like» 
person. The student who concentrated on 
what he did believe and put down first of all: ; 
“I believe that the life of the Nazarene is the» 
life I ought to live now and I am willing to) 
try it” was on the right track. He was begin- 
ning with the person of Christ instead of doc- 
trines about Christ. 


Preachers often go at the matter from the> 
latter end. We begin with difficult doctrines 
about Christ and insist that being Christian } 
we must accept them. Doctrines have their: 
place to be sure, but as something we live: 
and grow into, rather than something wea 
begin with. 


Who cannot see that Jesus began by sum- 
moning men to undertake a life, and only; 
later did they arrive at a formula. At Caper- 
naum He challenged them with His life: “Fol— 
low me!” At Caeserea Philippi He asked thema 
to begin formulating their faith: “Whom doe 
ye say that I am?” 


One day a young man who was later toc 
become a prince of the pulpit went to the 
minister of the church he had been attending: 
and said to him: “I do not understand theol-. 
ogy, I do not understand the definition of the 
Trinity in your creed, but I want to be like 
Christ.” This wise minister replied: “I da 
not understand the theology very well myself 
but if you want to be a Christ-like man that 
is all we want of you.” And starting there 
this young man advanced into a strong and 
healthy religious life. 


This then is the method: start where you 
are and follow what you see in Christ. Chris- 
tianity has now become for you commitment 
to Christ and growth into His likeness. You 
are not to raise objections based on disbeliey- 
ing this or that doctrine. You are not being 
asked to believe them now. Start where you 
are and follow what you do see and love ir 
Christ. Christianity is commitment to Christ 
and growth toward Him. 

What then is the A B C of Christianity: 
“A” stands for spiritual adventurousness. “B” 
for beginning this adventure now. “C” stand: 


for Christ and commitment to Him. Will you 
face life in this spirit? 


The Exposito 
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THE CRAVING FOR CERTAINTY 


FRANK W. BOREHAM 


“4A N open mind is all very well; but it 
Aw get you anywhere. I want 
Certainty!” 

So speaks one of the principal characters 
in Sir Philip Gibbs’ Darkened Doors. 

Adrian Mallard, K.C., a brilliant, though 
skeptical lawyer and sportsman, who finds 
that he is a victim of angina pectoris, is chat- 
ting with his friend, Professor Boyd, a dis- 
tinguished psychologist. The Professor is sing- 
ing the praises of the open mind. 

“Is that good enough?” asks Mallard, rather 
impatiently. “An open mind doesn’t get you 
anywhere. I’m beginning to want—certainty!” 
Boyd is amused by this desire, which seems 
to him hopelessly unscientific. 

“Certainty?” he replied, “certainty! I’m sur- 
prised at you! What do you want to be 
certain about?” 

Mallard answers without flippancy. “About 
life—about death—about what happens after- 
wards. What’s the good of you scientists if 
you can’t tell us that?” 

In this tense morsel of dialogue, Sir Philip 
Gibbs sets his finger on one of the nerve-cen- 
tres of our human make-up. There is no crav- 
ing in the human heart more persistent’ or 
more passionate than the craving for certainty. 

Those who have followed the adventures 
of George Fielding in It is Never Too Late to 
Mend will remember how Charles Reade de- 
scribes the search for the lost cattle. George 
took Jacky, the black-fellow, and they set out 
on their quest under a broiling sun. Presently 
Jacky breaks the silence with an abrupt an- 
nouncement. 

“T find one,” said he. 

“Where? Where?” cried George, looking all 
round. Jacky pointed to a rising ground at 
least six miles off. 

George groaned. “Are you making a fool 
of me? I can see nothing but a barren hill 
with a few bushes here and here. You are 
never taking those bushes for beasts?” 

Jacky smiles with utter scorn. “White fel- 
low stupid; he see nothing.” 

“Well, and what does black fellow see?” 
snapped George. 

“Black fellow see a crow coming from the 
sun, and when he came over there he turned 
and went down and not get up again a good 
while. Then black fellow say ‘I tink!’ Present- 
ly come flying one more crow from that other 
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side where the sun is not. Black fellow watch 
him, and when he come over there he turn 
round and go down too, and not get up a 
good while. Then black fellow say ‘I know! ” 
Life holds few greater transitions than that 
notable transition from the realm of “I think!” 
to the realm of “I know!” 


] 

Now in order to reach those shining table- 
lands of spiritual certainty, three things must 
be frankly recognized. We must recognize 
first of all that faith very seldom reaches her 
goal by way of argument, proof and demon- 
stration. The things that really matter, the 
vital things of life, are rarely capable of 
proof. You can never prove the big things of 
life—the things on which our very existence 
and happiness depend. No man can prove 
that the sun will rise tomorrow morning; no 
man can prove that his mother loved him; no 
man can prove that his wife is true to him. 
Yet no man would wish to linger on after his 
faith in these things had deserted him. On 
the other hand, a man can prove that the 
three angles of a triangle are equal to two 
right angles and that two and two make four. 
But, in all probability, he would still be able 
to eat heartily and sleep soundly even if his 
confidence in these things should, in some 
strange way, be suddenly disturbed. It is 
only the small things of life that are demon- 
strable: the big things scorn to submit them- 
selves to that process. Men are fond of prov- 
ing things but Faith seldom makes her way to 
her golden destiny along that road. 


ii 

The second of the truths that we must 
recognize is that the soul can live and flourish 
on a very frugal store of certainties. No man 
needs to be sure of everything. It is enough 
to be certain of something. A little while 
back I found myself one morning on the deck 
of a big steamer, quite near to the coast, but 
entirely enveloped in a dense obscuring fog. 
We could scarcely see the vessel’s length in 
any direction. Clouds of gray, misty vapour 
drifted to and fro; and nothing was visible to 
us but a narrow circle of sea. The bells in the 
engine-room rang out sharply, communicating 
to the powerful turbines below the will of the 
officer high up on the bridge. The ship per- 
ceptibly slackened her pace. The bells rang 


Page 569 


out again, and the ship moved still more 
slowly. She simply crawled. Her loud and 
raucous siren proclaimed to all the craft in 
the vicinity her sure approach. Every few 
minutes great, ghostly ships, lying at anchor, 
sprang suddenly out of the mist. We were 
almost up to them before we saw their tall 
and shadowy masts looming spectrally above 
us. More ringing of bells and the engines 
stopped altogether. Then, after a pause, we 
crept cautiously forward again, like a man 
groping his way in the dark. The apparitions 
that came suddenly upon us, and that as sud- 
deniy vanished again, were all of them the 
ghosts of things moveable. From not one of 
them could we glean any sure knowledge as 
to our exact position. Here is a clumsy old 
dredge; there lies a tall ship riding at anchor; 
yonder goes a snorting little motor-boat. But 
nothing reliable. We are whelmed in un- 
certainty. 

Then, all at once, came a startling change. 
The clamorous bells in the engine-room be- 
came busy again. The powerful turbines at 
the stern are once more churning the water 
into foam, and, very soon, a broad wake lies 
out behind the steamer. She is moving for- 
ward, not timorously, but with obvious con- 
fidence. What has happened to effect so 
striking a change? Ah! away to the right we 
can make out through the haze the rude un- 
gainly timbers of the Pile Light. It is not 
much to look at; but it is at least a fixture. It 
is something to argue from. A few minutes 
later, the land broke suddenly upon us. We 
were out in the sunshine again. 

It is wonderful how little we need to see. 
The captain on the bridge could not see the 
land, nor the houses, nor the trees, nor any 
of the thousand and one things that he could 
generally see from that spot. But he could 
see one fixed object, and that sufficed him. 
I used to think that, before my soul could 
move forward with confidence, she must see 
everything. I thought that, before I could 
venture with any assurance upon the religious 
life, I must understand the story of Creation, 
must grasp the wonder of the miracles, must 
have some theory of the Atonement, must 
understand the Inspiration of the Scriptures 
and the Immortality of the Soul. I fancied 
that it was necessary, before proceeding with 
confidence, to see the trees and the houses 
and the towers of the distant city. “Unless 
all these are clear to you,” I said to myself, 
“you can never make the port!” I have since 
discovered my mistake. I do not need to see 
the houses and the trees and the things along 
the shore. If, through the haze, I can make 
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out one or two bold promontories on_ th: 
coast, I can forge forward with perfect com 
fidence. The charm of Paul’s epistles lies is 
the fact, that, whilst he confesses to doub 
and uncertainty on many minor matters, ther 
are a few stately verities on which he speak 
with the most unwavering confidence. I knot 
Whom I have believed; I know that nothin: 
can separate me from the love of Christ; 
know that all things work together for good 
I know that if my earthly house be dissolvec 
I have a house eternal in the heavens; ane 
so on. I may not be quite clear as to the wa 
in which the worlds came to be: I may b 
very hazy as to the way in which they sha: 
pass into nothingness again; but if I have tw. 
or three great certainties like these in m 
soul’s spiritual store, I can manage to live ow 
a very comfortable existence as long as tim: 
shall last. Th 


The third principle that must be clearl 
realized is the fact that certainty can only b 
attained by actual spiritual experience. Anc 
once a man has enjoyed some such experience 
however primitive, he will need no othe 
argument. We often attach undue importanc: 
to the purely intellectual side of the religiou 
life. Dr. Dale used to illustrate this by 
reference to the pillars beside his pulpit. “J 
appears to you,” he would say to the congre 
gation at Carr’s Lane, “that these pillars sur 
port this arch above my head. They do notk 
ing of the kind. If you could stand where 
stand you would see that they have been cv 
through to make room for this rostrum, an 
they actually hang upon the arch which the 
seem to support.” In like fashion, our fait 
seems at times to depend upon the theorie 
and evidences concerning which we ask ov 
questions. In point of fact, it does nothing ¢ 
the kind. If all our theories and evidence 
were cut through like the pillars, our faith 
like the arch, would still stand securely. Ov 
certainties infinitely outnumber and outweig 
our speculations. We know! 

The experience of a crossingsweeper whos 
life has been gladdened and transformed b 
the love of Christ is of greater value than th 
abstract philosophy of the most eminer 
scholar in the world who, possessing no e: 
periences of such things, argues academicall 
that they are non-existent. Augustine S 
Clare, the young slave-owner in Uncle Tom 
Cabin, realized that. 

“But how, Tom,” he asked in the day « 
his distress, “how do you know that there 
any ChristP You never saw Him!” 

“Feel Him in my soul, massa; feel Hi 
now!” 


The Exposit 


Tom proceeded, in his plain blunt way, 
to comfort the man from whose arms death 
had wrenched his choicest treasure. He told 
him that there still lived those who loved him. 

“Tom, you love me!” exclaimed St. Clare. 

“T’se willin’ to lay down my life this blessed 
day to see massa a Christian. An’, oh, there’s 
more than me loves you, massa; the blessed 
Lord Jesus loves you!” 

“How do you know that, Tom?” 

“Feels it in my soul, massa; feels it in my 
very soul—the love of Christ that passeth 
knowledge.” 

That was Uncle Tom’s one argument; and 
it is an unanswerable one. 

Beside Uncle Tom —an_ ignorant slave, 
drawn from the pages of fiction—let me set 


Michael Faraday—an eminent scientist, drawn 
from real life. When Faraday lay dying, some 
of his confreres were eager to gather from him 
a brief statement of his final conclusions. 
“What,” they asked, “are your speculations?” 
“Speculations!” he exclaimed in wondering 
surprise. “Speculations! I have none! I am 
resting on certainties. For I know Whom I 
have believed and am persuaded that He is 
able to keep that which I have committed un- 
to Him against that day.” And when he turned 
his face to the wall at last, his smile—as W. E. 
Henley said of Lord Lister—“his rare, wise 
smile was sweet with certainties.” To such a 
man, whether he be as simple as Uncle Tom 
or as scholarly as Michael Faraday, faith is 
one unbroken song and life a ceaseless luxury. 


epriiand 


THOSE CONTEMPLATING MARRIAGE 


FREDERICK C. LAWRENCE 


Many of the young people who come to 
church for marriage have not faced some of 
the most important aspects of the life they 
plan to enter on. In talking with them, I have 
found a list of questions, such as that which 
follows, to be of value: 


Finances 

1. Do you both know what your total in- 
come will be? 

2. Do you expect it to continue as it is, 
increase or diminish? 

3. How much of this income will be spent 

in starting housekeeping, your wedding, or 
paying off debts? 
4, Have you budgeted your income so that 
you know how much you will need for rent, 
food, fuel, clothing, doctors, recreation, “good 
will” (that is, hospitality, gifts, donations, club 
dues, etc.), and savings? 

5. How much can you afford to put aside 
for sickness, for increasing overhead expenses, 
for children, for education? 

6. Have you any relatives who are, or 
might become wholly or temporarily depend- 
ent on you? Does the other realize this? 


Interests 
7. What interests have you in common? 
Have you considered how you will develop 
them? 
8. What separate interests, hobbies, or obli- 
gations have you which might take time (eve- 
nings and holidays) or money from what you 
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might otherwise spend together? Have you 
considered together the continuation of these 
activities? 

Parents and In-Laws 

9. Are either of you over-dependent on 
your parents or inconsiderate of them or of 
your in-laws? 

10. Is there any feeling of tension with 
parents or in-laws which could be cleared up 
at this time with a friendly, frank talk? 

11. Does either of you feel restraint by the 
other one in carrying out what you feel are 
your rightful and loving obligations to your 
own. family? 

12. Are there any particular circumstances 
of sickness, loneliness, or isolation that will 
necessitate either of you being with your 
parents a great deal? If so, does the other 
realize this? 

13. Are conditions such that at any time 
you might have to live with relatives or they 
with you? If so, do you both understand this? 


RELIGION 

14. Have you ever talked together of your 
ideas of God? 

15. Are you a Christian? What does it 
mean to be a Christian? 

16. Do you find reality in prayer? 

17. Will you start, with your marriage, an 
adventure in prayer beginning with prayer 
together the night that you are married and 
learning more of it continually together? 

18. Are you members of the same church? 

Continued on page 605 
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Whe J ditot 5 Columns 


Peace 

F it be true that we are living in an age 
| of speed, that life has been stepped up 

in tempo and that the “fast liver” no 
longer refers exclusively to the matter of 
morals, it is just as true that the foot of 
Father Time has dropped heavily on the ac- 
celerator until the twelve months wheel 
around with disturbing frequency. It seems 
but yesterday that the luxurious scent of apple 
blossom and syringa was in my nostrils. Ac- 
tually another year wanes. 


Nights of lengthening dark are with us, 
symptomatic of worldwide hate and destruc- 
tion. Peace on earth never seemed more re- 
mote. A new and striking significance accrues 
now to the song of the angelic host. A new 
and striking significance accrues now to you 
Shepherds who have heard the song and wor- 
shipped at the manger. For Christmas, with 
its message of Hope, and Love, and Peace, 
is once again upon us and its tender theme, 
“Peace on earth and good will toward men” 
sounds round the globe above the roar of 
bombing planes and high explosive demoli- 
tion bombs. “Peace on earth and good will 
toward men.” The song of the angels momen- 
tarily drowns the anguished cry of the broken 
bodied and broken hearted of a war wrecked 
world. Wanting it above all else, thousands 
upon thousands, millions, will smile a weak, 
forlorn smile and set their eyes again to the 
range-finder and their fingers on the trigger. 
and war will roll its ravaging road along for 
no less a reason than that we have traded the 
true significance of the day for a bag of 
spangled baubles and its essence of giving for 
one of getting. 


Torn hearts, world round, cry aloud for 
peace and good will among men. Can you 
raise your voice of hope and promise above 
the detonation of a world at war? That is 


Page 572 


your obligation. If you can, yours will be 
blessed and happy Christmas such as yot 
Expositor sincerely wishes for you. 


A Brighter Day 
\ the close of the morning service I stoc 


at the door greeting the homeware 

bound worshippers. That morning : 
the people had come to Church the sky we 
overcast and cloudy and there was every i 
dication that it would be a dull and drab da 
But during the hour of worship the sun ha 
come out and the wind blew away the clouc 
and about noon it had become a_beautif 
autumn day. As a young man greeted m 
and happened to glance out the door he r 
marked upon the weather. “My, its a beautif 
day, a grand one now, isn’t it?” I agree. 
He paused for a moment on the threshold ar 
then turned back to say, “You know —it 
always a brighter day when one has been 
Church.” And he was off. 


All day that sentence stayed with me, ar 
as I turned wearily into bed late that night 
thanked God that it was true. And I wo: 
dered how many others felt the same wa 
Then as I leaned back on my pillow I muse 
“Isn’t that one of the best tests of a servis 
of worship — when a young man will say 
thing like that—and mean it!” And tk 
Preacher resolved that he would do all in fF 
power to make everyone feel exactly like the 


How true it is that people oft times ent 
a Church under the dark clouds of worr 
fear, weighed down by problems and doub: 
for them the sky is overcast. But when : 
hour has been spent in the fellowship of Goc 
people, and one has sincerely worshipped } 
God, had again a vision of His majesty at 
power, felt the uplift of the music, the Scri 
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_ ture, the prayer, and the sermon, he is stronger 


and better, and it is a finer day regardless of 
what the physical elements may present. 


Dr. Ralph W. Sockman puts this fact into 
a figure of speech in his “Recoveries in Relig- 
ion.” Says he, “entrance into a well conducted 
service of public worship is like the entrance 
of a ship into the locks of a canal. The 
sluice-gate is closed behind the boat, the gate 
is opened in front of it, and the water flows 
under the keel, lifting it steadily until the 
ship soon sails away on a new and higher 
level. So it is with the worshipper. The gate 
of his mind is closed to selfish interests, and 
the sluice-gate of his spirit is opened toward 
God. Then, through architecture and symbol- 
ism, through music and _ scripture, through 
prayer and message, the waters of life begin 
to flow under him, lifting his spirit quietly 
but surely, until an hour later he sets off on 
a new and higher level, carrying his cargo of 
private and public responsibilities.” 


Yes — “it’s always a brighter day when one 
has been in Church.” 


—Gordon W. Mattice. 


This One Thing. 
IES High School football squad just 


passed like the near cyclone they aspire 

to be. For several hours they have 
been exercising muscles and vocal cords alike 
on a well saturated playing field. Now, com- 
ing day’s end, they trot back to the school, 
their adolescent voices, neither bass nor so- 
prano, making peculiar strivings which bafHe 
description. Noisy, also, their cleated, heavy- 


‘soled shoes on the leaf-covered sidewalk. 


I looked up from my desk, as they jostled 
by, just in time to see Shep indicate his total 
contempt for such uncertain years, by first 
giving voice from the top of the rock wall 
where he sat and then with a splendid leap 
make for unknown parts to the rear of the 
old Roycroft Inn. 


Where he went I wot not. Neither do I 
know why he has spent the entire day on top 


that cobble-stone wall, gazing tirelessly up 


into the huge, outreaching Maples which line 
both sides of the street and meet in graceful 
embrace over the center of it. But Shep has 
done just that today and what with frequent 
sprinkles and a real shower or two it has not 
been a day that you or I would normally 
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choose in which to sit gazing up into the 
Maples. 

When I came to the study this morning | 
threw up the blinds just in time to see Shep 
leap upon the wall, run along it a way and 
then sit down and point his slender nose 
skyward. Several times during the day, my 
eyes have lifted and Shep was still tree-gazing. 
Just before noon, I went over to the print- 
shop and on my return took occasion to stop. 
Shep looked down and smiled at me but re- 
fused to share his secret. I tried to follow 
his vision-line, up into those reddening leaves. 
To no avail. I patted his long shaggy coat 
and moved on for there comes a time for 
those who know and hence love dogs, when 
the question anent the relative dumbness of 
animals threatens to become embarrassing. 
What was so obvious to Shep was much less 
so to me. So I returned to my desk. 


It is now some after five. After an all-day 
vigil, Shep has left his wall-top and departed, 
possibly for a bone of which he thought when 
the boys interrupted his concentration. 


Daily association with my own dogs and 
an inherent fondness for others has taught me 
many things and left me to ponder many 
another. I am not certain that I have been 
an apt pupil but they have left me, repeated- 
ly, rich illustrations of the text, “this one 
thing I do,” seldom equalled by their owners. 
It’s something that could be used in almost 
any parish and that to honest advantage. 


Ret 


Trends of Today 
Pes present generation is living on bor- 


rowed spiritual capital and its account 

is running low. The passing of the Sun- 
day evening service is not so much a tragedy 
in itself as it is an indication of the decline 
of our evangelistic ferver. The decline of the 
prayer meeting is an indication of the les- 
sening of our sense of dependence upon God 
and the increase in our dependence upon our 
own strength and resources. The decline in 
missionary giving is the barometer of our 
consecration. When men feel their depend- 
ence upon God, when men feel the passion 
to see men saved, then the tide of consecra- 
tion will turn. Clever schemes of promoting 
Sunday evening attendance and Wednesday 
evening discussion groups are good as such 
but they are not a substitute for Evangelism 
and Prayer.—C. F. Banning. 
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CHURCH MET BR@rbee 


The Wishing Candle 

The idea of a “Wishing Candle” is not new, 
but is proving a constant source of interest to 
guests visiting at a public gathering place in 
Baltimore, where the candle is kept burning 
to permit guests to heat pennies and push 
them into its waxen sides while making a wish. 

When a Wishing Candle has grown to un- 
wieldy proportions with the weight of wax 
and pennies, it is turned over to the Red Cross. 
Recently one was reported to have yielded 
$74.00 in pennies and other small coins. 

Place the candle on a firm base, (select 
a good sized candle), and place it with a 
poster where there is constant traffic. The 
poster should announce the “Wishing Candle” 
and illustrate with a drawing that coins may 
be heated in its friendly flame and pushed 
into the wax body of the candle, the while 
making a wish. When the candle burns low, 
replace it with another candle set into the 
melted wax of the former one. Selection of 
various colors will add interest to the candle. 
It is well to announce what the coins are to 
be used for, when the candle is melted down. 
Surely the Red Cross or Missions Fund would 
receive wholehearted support. It would be 
well to make a special event of the gift of the 
candle to a special fund, when it has grown 
to ample proportions. 


of 
Miniature’House by Primary Group 

A Miniature House, completely furnished, 
with colorful sun-deck over the attached gar- 
age, electric lights, and appliances in the 
house, a white fence about the yard, in which 
there is a pond with a small duck swimming 
on it, is the focal point of a Buffalo, New York, 
event, where the miniature is to be auctioned 
off to the highest bidder, the proceeds to be 
used for community work. 

A miniature House suggests itself as an 
excellent project for primary and intermediate 
groups, including both boys and girls, since 
it would provide much educational matter 
during the building of the project. The plans, 
the selection of materials, sources of materials, 
as well as the actual construction and furnish- 
ing require constant study and handwork. The 
completed project will prove a good “window 
display” in some prominent place where the 
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whole community will become familiar with 
the work, and it will interest the whole 
Church membership. An auction would pro- 
vide funds for mission projects for the chil- 
dren’s groups. 

of 
The Gospel According to Luke 


Study and reference material to supplement! 
the actual Lesson material available for teach- 
ing the series of International Lessons on the 
Gospel of Luke may be found in the following- 

“The Gospel According to Luke,” G. Camp- 
bell Morgan, Revell, $3.00. 

“Outline Studies in Luke,” John L. Hill! 
Revell, $2.00. 

“Jesus and Broken Personalities,” Brooksie 
Stillwell Wells, Revell, $2.00. 

“The Life of Jesus Christ,” James Stalker 
Revell, $1.00. 

“A People’s Life of Christ,” J. Paterson 
Smyth, Revell, Illustrated, $2.50 and Fiction 
Reader’s Edition, $1.50. 

“Peloubet’s Select Notes” by Wilbur MI 
Smith, a Lesson Commentary for the full year: 
including quotations and illustrations, may be 
had for $2.00. It is issued by Wilde, and you 
will find a full page advertisement on this 
commentary in this issue. The price is $2.00 

“Tarbell’s Lesson Guide” needs no introduc- 
tion to the thousands of Sunday Schoo 
Teachers over the land, who have made ar 
effort to ground their work in sound teaching 
psychology. This book, like Peloubet’s Notes: 
should be an integral part of teacher study 
material. See the first inside page of this issue 
for price and address. 


oS 
‘‘Hospital-Expense”’ Insurance Plan 


The Ministers Life and Casualty Unior 
announces a “Hospital-Expense” Insurance 
Plan to its policy holders which should be 
investigated immediately, in reference to cov 
erage for 1941 at a small additional fee. 

Ministers not already policy holders in the 
Union should write to the Union at once fo 
information, or to The Expositor, regardin: 
this special coverage feature. The announce 
ment was made to policy holders by mail, anc 
the Editor of The Expositor, a policy holde 
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of many years standing, mailed his acceptance 
by return mail, in order to avail himself of the 
coverage from December 15 on. Minimize 


anxiety about the future by giving attention 
to this at once. 


An American Bible Society Colporteur with two 
inquirers at the temple of Wat Po, 
Thailand, (Siam). 


Universal Bible Sunday, December 8th 


“So there will be no BIBLE BLACK-OUT 
anywhere.” There is available to every pastor 
of a Christian Church a brochure of sugges- 
tions for Universal Bible Sunday, entitled, 
“For the Healing of the Nations.” It contains 
a suggestive address, and may be had by ad- 
dressing The American Bible Society, Bible 
House, Park Avenue & 57th Street, N. Y. C. 
An attractive Poster is available, and atten- 
tion should be given to the numerous broad- 
casting schedules planned for observing this 
important event. 


Folding New Testament Pages in the Philippine 
Pub. House, American Bible Society. 


of 


Poems for Many Uses 

The following poem, “My Prayer,” is a 
sample from a book of poems now being 
issued, entitled, “A Gentle Woman Passed 
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This Way.” The poems were written by Mil- 
ton G. Ignatz, and are published as a mem- 
orial to his wife. As a gift to bereaved, bur- 
dened or shut-ins, or as a source for sugges- 
tions in making addresses to women’s groups, 
it has our recommendation. The price is 
given at $2.00. 


My Prayer 
Tried with the trials of life today 
My heart would teach my lips to pray 
With pretty word and fancy phrase 
But only simple words I say. 
Give me strength to bear my load, 
Give me strength to live and pull, 
Give me heart enough to hold 
More grief when the cup is full. 
For my transgressions, mercy Lord 
Toward my penitent soul show mercy, 
For my sins that are as red as blood, 
Oh God, Oh God, have mercy. 
Amen. 


Information Please 


(An “Information, Please!” presented to a 
Sunday School is something just a bit differ- 
ent. The idea is flexible in a high degree and 
adaptable for countless occasions, and is pre- 
sented by Gordon W. Mattice, Westminster 
Presbyterian Church, Rochester, N. Y.) 


Who Am I? 


This morning we shall do something just 
a bit different. A feature of one of the popu- 
lar radio programs has given me the sugges- 
tion for this little exercise of thought and 
imagination I ask you to participate in. I shall 
describe a certain something and I match 
your knowledge against mine. This descrip- 
tion shall be divided into sections and at the 
close of each statement I shall pause. If you 
know or think you know what I am describ- 
ing, you will please stand in your place. I 
think it will be more interesting if we do not 
help each other; let there be no prompting 
or speaking out. Now that I have explained 
what we are to do, let us begin. Can you 
answer, “Who am I?” 


1. I was born a long time ago. In the 
Book of Deuteronomy I got my official begin- 
ning. If you know the sixth chapter and sev- 
enth verse you will know who I am. I am 
not commercial, yet many business concerns 
exist because of me. You'll find me in most 
every Church. A great number of people 
know me well, and the world’s greatest men 


Page 575 


testify as to what I did for them. Who am I? 
Stand up, if you know. 

2. People ‘of every age know me. Little 
children and old people love me. I help 
people to know right from wrong. I show 
them who and what God is. A famous author 
has said that those who obey me are better 
than those who do not, and that parents who 
come to me have better personality traits than 
those who do not. Who am IP 

3. Statesmen, judges, social workers say 
that I am the most important thing of any 
nation, yet only two out of every three chil- 
dren in America know me. Who am ? 


4. In a little cottage in Gloucester, England, 
a century and a half ago, I was organized and 
since that time over thirty-seven million have 
become part of me. Who am IP 


5. The name of the man who helped me 
most to get going was Robert Raikes. He got 
the idea when the rough and rowdy children 
in the slums of his city were running wild. 
He rented a room and gathered a group. His 
friends called him “Bobby Wildgoose” and his 
“ragged regiment.” He asked those who came 
only to have clean hands and faces, and 
combed hair. Who am I? 


6. I came across the Atlantic Ocean in 
1785 and William Elliott started me in his 
own home every Sunday afternoon. Who 
am I? 

(These next statements can be adapted to 
the local situation). 


7. The Presbyterian Church was quick to 
recognize my importance. There are now a 
million and one half boys and girls in Pres- 


byterian Churches who attend me regularly. 
Who am IP 


_-8. I meet each Sunday morning at ten 
o'clock and I have classes for everyone begin- 
ning with little children of about four years 
of age and I have many members who are 
grandparents. Who am I? 


The Sunday School 


Now that we all know I have been describ- 
ing the Sunday School and we are all stand- 
ing up, let us determine and resolve that we 
are going to work together to make this year 
the: very best we have ever had in our Sun- 
-day School, and that each one of us will do 
his and her part.. To show that we really 
mean this we are going to remain standing 
-and sing the hymn, “Who is on the Lord’s 
Side,” answering that everyone of us resolves 
faithfully to attend our Church School. 
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Church Greetings 
Ph. 4:21. “Salute every saint in Christ Jesus.”’ 


We counted the word “salute” or “greeting” ’ 
nearly sixty times in the New Testament.. 
Evidently, the early Christians were sociable } 
and friendly. Not unlike Paul, effective Chris- - 
tian workers exercise great concern for new’ 
converts. Paul enjoins workers to “salute” con-- 
verts mentioning them by name. Some of the? 
most earnest church workers, we have met,. 
were, in their early Christian life, the recip-- 
ient of tender and frequent pastoral solicitude > 
and care. Why not send a card or make at 
call upon the “converts” as well as older: 
saints this New Year? God waits to bless; 
friendly and non-commercialized visitation. . 
Humanity doesn’t forget. You and I remem- 
ber when the minister or teacher or official 
called at our home — just to greet us. 


It has set me to thinking along the same 
line of gratitude. As the Christmas season 
came and joy crowded out gloom, I reviewed 
all the names of the people for whom I am: 
grateful. I have a much longer list than Paul.. 
It would be very embarrassing to many if I sett 
down the names of all those who, without! 
thought of reward, have set forward my minis-- 
try at Shadyside. I would have to record! 
the names of men and women, young people: 
and children, who have given time and! 
thought for the work of the Church. And I! 
have no black list. There are no names of! 
persons who have said “no” to requests for) 
counsel and service. I often am amazed at! 
the graciousness of busy folk who say “yes”’ 
to everything that will help forward the life: 
of the Church. And to each and all I say, 
God bless you! . 


At the first service for students held in the 
Heinz Memorial Chapel the day before 
Thanksgiving Day, I spoke on the subject, 
“Is Gratitude a Dying Virtue?” It is so easy 
to take things as a matter of course—the un- 
speakably beautiful University Chapel itself 
for instance, and a thousand things we accept 
unthinkingly every day of our lives. Says 
Cicero, “While I would fain have some meas- 
ure of all the virtues, there is no quality I 
would rather have and be thought to have 
than gratitude. For it is not only the greatest 
virtue but even the mother of all the rest.” 
The little girl who prayed, “And thank you, 
Lord, for one kind teacher,” had the secret. 


And then indeed without the sense of grati- 
tude the Christmas season would be an empty 


ceremony. “Thanks be to God for his unspeak- 
able gift.” 


The Exposito: 


Be tinihe 


“When Mother Love makes all things bright, 
When joy comes with the morning light, 
When children gather round their tree— 
Then Christmas Child, we sing of Thee.” 


Yours very sincerely, 
Hugh Thomson Kerr. 
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Victory Craftsmen 

A group of boys, a workshop, 5,000 broken 
toys, plus a sympathetic leader spells “Vic- 
tory” in any town! South Boston, Virginia, 
like any other American community, could 
boast of its boy-groups, mostly Scouts. The 
need for someone to organize gathering and 
repairing some 5,000 toys needed for Christmas 
distribution to the handicapped, developed 
into an organized group, under the leadership 
of the Rev. R. W. Kirkpatrick, pastor of the 
First Presbyterian Church, South Boston. 

The mending of 5,000 Christmas toys 
proved so much fun that it was decided to 
continue a “wood-working class” instructed by 
a former Manuel Training Instructor. A 9- 
inch lathe, a jig saw, a bench saw, a drill 
press, a belt and drum, sander and shaper 
were installed in a room on the foundation 
floor of the Church, and meetings are held 
regularly, in addition to the instruction per- 
iods, where members of the Victory Crafts- 
men, mostly twelve year old boys and over 


who are passing with good grades in their 


school work, are engaged in fashioning things 
with their hands. 

In addition to the Wood-working periods, 
the group assists the pastor in the Church 
printing office. There they assist in printing 
the bi-monthly letters written by the pastor to 
the resident members, they address the en- 
velopes for the letters, assemble the letters 
with inclosures, seal, and deliver them to the 
homes. Each Saturday they deliver the week- 
ly Church Bulletin for the following Sunday, 
and once each month the Victory Craftsmen 
make the rounds of the homes for the purpose 
of collecting old magazines and newspapers, 
some of which are placed in homes where 
they cannot buy magazines, and some are dis- 
posed of to enable the group to engage in 
other enterprises. 

- In addition to the woodcraft and printing, 
the boys learn the art of cooperating with the 
leader, with one another, with the community 
residents, as well as getting invaluable exper- 
ience in practical business. 

Mr. Kirkpatrick will never want for leader- 
ship in his Church, with such a group in train- 
ia 
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Church Worship 

Since the appearance of Dr. Palmer’s book 
on Church Worship, and its general acclaim 
by reviewers and readers everywhere, interest 
has been expressed in the general subject of 
Church Worship. Dr. Harold E. Niles says, 
“Several worth-while books on the subject of 
Church Worship are available, in addition to 
Dr. Palmer’s book, and one wishes that laymen 
as well as ministers might read them. How- 
ever, the next best thing is to teach to the 
congregation the meaning and significance of 
worship. The following books will be helpful— 

“Church Music and Worship,” Earl En- 
yeart Harper, Abingdon. 

“The Public Worship of God,” J. R. P. Scla- 
ter, Doran. 

“Worship in Music,” by Edwin H. Holt, 
Abingdon. 

“Christian Public Worship,” Thomas L. 
Harris, Doubleday. 

“Reality in Worship,” Willard L. Sperry, 
Macmillan. 

“The Quest for Experience in Worship,” 
Edwin H. Byington, Doubleday. 


Ti 

Sowing and Reaping 
Gal. 6:7, 8. 

The language of the text justifies four state- 
ments, namely: 

I. We are sowing. 

II. Sowing, we shall reap. 

III. Sowing, we shall reap what we sow. 


IV. Sowing, we shall reap more than we 
sow. —Frank L. Cox. 


ch 


The Animated Magazine 

Many young people, and older ones also, 
harbour the desire to write for publication, 
and few ever win success in having their 
contributions accepted by editors. Why not 
initiate an “Animated Magazine” in your mem- 
bership or in the community where your 
Church is located. 

Instead of submitting the written articles to 
editors, the members of the community have 
the privilege of voting on which of a number 
of articles or stories they desire to have read 
to them at a specific meeting. Each writer 
places the name of his article or story and 
number of words into a sealed box, no name 
signed, and when the box is opened at each 
regular meeting the names are read to the 
group as a part of the regular business, and 
votes are called for on each title. The number 
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of articles to be read at the next meeting de- 
pends on the number of words in each ac- 
cepted article. Prizes for the best story and 
best article for the season should be awarded. 


ji 
Plan to Use Motion Pictures 


Motion pictures in the church program are 
still enough of a novelty that many ministers 
do not realize how easy it is, with a little 
careful planning, to make a film an integral 
part of an informal service without disturbing 
the atmosphere of worship. Intelligent selec- 
tion of pictures is the first essential; skillful 
presentation the second. If the technique sug- 
gested here is followed, no minister need 
worry about the result. 


Plan your program in advance. After read- 
ing the story of the film, select hymns and 
scripture lessons which have a bearing on the 
subject. If there is a sermon before or after 
the picture is shown, plan it so that the inci- 
dents in the film will illustrate your points. 

Ascertain where is the best place to set up 
screen and projector and the most effective 
size of picture you can get with your equip- 
ment. A small bright picture is usually better 
than a large dim one. But if the picture must 
be small, it must also be nearer the audience. 
With a completely dark room and a good 
screen, a good projector with a 250 watt lamp 
will throw a satisfactory picture 4% x 6 feet; 
with a 500 watt lamp, 5% x 7%; with a 750 
watt lamp, 9 x 12. But poor screens, or light 
in the room can cut down the effectiveness 
tremendously. 


Set up all equipment before the congrega- 
tion begins arriving. This includes putting up 
the screen, setting up the projector, threading 
and focussing it. 

Dim or brighten the lights in the church 
gradually. The shock of a sudden darkness 
throws the audience out of the spirit of wor- 
ship and starts them talking. Likewise the 
sudden brightness after the film has been 
shown makes such a sharp transfer from the 
scenes in the picture that people will lose the 
effect. If it is necessary to change reels in the 
middle of the picture, use a small lamp. Turn- 
ing on the house lights interrupts the contin- 
uity. The service will be improved if light 
changes can be managed without announce- 
ment. 

Make the audience see what you want it to 
see. Read the story of the film first. If it 
deals with a problem, tell your congregation 
to watch for the problem and to consider how 
they would go about solving it. After the 
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showing of the picture, a discussion can be 
based on the film, or you can deal with it 
problems in a sermon. 

Follow up your advantage. Use the vivic 
visual experiences your people have gainec 
through seeing the motion picture as a basi 
for a series of meetings. For example, a montl 
might be devoted to an intensive study o 
India. 


FIRST SUNDAY: Show and discuss “Padre Sahib,” 
dramatization of the daily life of a missionary i 
India, having previously drawn the attention of th 
congregation to the problems it deals with. 


SECOND SUNDAY: Show a film on medical mission 
in India, and have a physician discuss health problem 
in the tropics and at home, pointing the significanc 
of the-Golden Rule as applied to contagious disease 
and their prevention. 


THIRD SUNDAY: Show a film on evangelical wor 
in India, and discuss comparative religions and th 
problems of Evangelism both abroad and at home. 


FOURTH SUNDAY: Serve an Indian dinner with thos 
waiting on table dressed in Indian costumes. To er 
phasize the hunger problem small bowls of rice migk 
be placed on the table first, and the explanation mad 
that these represent the daily rations of the India 
peasant. Then serve an Indian dinner, and follow 
by a discussion of hunger and other problems in Ir 
dian life. (Films of the type mentioned may be sé 
cured from your Mission Board or from the Harmo 
Foundation, 140 Nassau Street, New York, N. Y.) 


, 


Starting a Revival 

An exchange tells a story about a little gin 
who went into a neighboring town, wher 
there was a revival. She attended the meet 
ing, and heard the story of the cross, and gav 
herself to Jesus. 

When she returned home, she went to a 
old man who was a Christian, and said to him 

“Can’t we have a prayer-meeting?” 

“Wer” said he; “I don’t know of anothe 
Christian in the district.” 

“Well,” said she, “you are a Christian an 
I am a Christian; can’t we have a praye 
meeting?” 

“Well,” said he, “we can say ‘we’ then.” 

They did have a prayer-meeting. The ner 
day two or three more came. God answere 
their prayers, and now between twenty an 
thirty have found the Saviour. 

In this day of activity there is great dange 
not of doing too much, but of praying tc 
little for so much work. These two—work an 
prayer, action and contemplation—are twi 
sisters. Each pines without the other. We a 
ever tempted to cultivate one or the oth 
disproportionately. Let us imitate him wl 
sought the mountain-top as his refreshmet 
after toil, but never left duties undone or su 
ferers unrelieved in pain. Lord, teach us | 
pray!—Selected. 
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Shepherds Frame the 
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PULBIT 


CII SIMINSS SHL@)NG 


C. Irving Benson 


OCTOR LUKE’S attractive word pic- 
D ture of the Shepherds, conjures up for 

us a scene that is dear to every lover 
of Christmas. There they sat huddled round 
their camp fire and in its reddening glow we 
see their weather-beaten faces, tanned by sun 
and wind. They were simple sons of toil with 
the smell of the earth about them. They 
draw their sheepskin coats closer about them 
as the chill winter breeze strikes cold. Through 
the night watches they were keeping guard 
over the flocks. 


“And, lo, an angel of the Lord stood by 
them, and the glory of the Lord shone round 
about them; and they were sore afraid. And 
the angel said unto them, “Be not afraid, for 
I bring you good tidings of great joy which 
shall be to all people: for unto you is born 
this day in the city of David a Saviour which 
is Christ the Lord. And this shall be a sign 
unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in 
swaddling clothes, and lying in a manger, 
And suddenly there was with the angel a mul- 
titude of the heavenly host praising God and 
saying: 

‘Glory to God in the highest 
And on earth, peace, good will towards 
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men. 


The Good News 


That was the good news—the Gospel — 
which the shepherds heard. If only it might 
break through the crust of our familiarity! I 
wonder if this everlasting glory was first made 
known to shepherds because they were sim- 
ple, open-minded men? They were as little 
children. We are so conventional and sophisti- 
cated. Mr. Chesterton has a deep sentence in 
one of his books, in which he says that “some 
things are too important to be entrusted to 
the educated classes.” And Jesus Himself said, 
“T thank Thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and 
earth, because Thou hast hid these things 
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from the wise and prudent and hast revealed 
them to babes.” When we think we know, we © 
cease to become receptive — we become intel- 
lectually proud. Christ did not mean that 
education is not a good thing, or that a man 
ought not to have as much of it as he can 
get; but He did mean that education may 
very easily breed either the Pharisee or the 
skeptic in us. 


Sir Henry Acland once found Michael Fara- 
day in tears, with his head bent over his 
Bible. When he was asked what was the 
matter, he said, “Why, oh, why will not men 
believe the blessed truths here revealed to 
them?” It is because their minds are closed, 
and having eyes they see not, and ears they 
hear not. 


The Inwardness of Christmas 


The real inwardness of Christmas is here. 
Unto you is born a Saviour —not merely a 
great Teacher, a great Hero, a great Man. 
What we need is Someone to deal with the 
plague of our hearts, to set our wrongness 
right, to heal the inner conflict and conquer 
our secret misery. We are not what we ought 
to be, not even what we want to be. There 
is a feeling of frustration, a sense of defeat 
which all our self-excusing and_blustering 
heartiness does not entirely conceal from us. 
The Gospel of Christmas meets all the disease 
of the spirit. 

Why did the angels crowd the midnight 
sky and make the Bethlehem uplands echo 
with their praise? Why? Because the birth of 
the Son of God was of intense significance to 
all the hosts of God. It happened on this 
earth, but it was of supreme importance in 
the universe. It was one of God’s greatest 
deeds, like the Creation when “all the sons 
of God shouted for joy.” 


Jesus Himself taught us how intensely in- 
terested the angels are in mankind. Did He 
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not say, “There is joy in the presence of the 
angels of God over one sinner that repenteth.” 
The struggle that goes on in a soul is of vital 
concern to them. 


This earth is a little place in the universe, 
but the souls of men have other values than 
astronomical magnitudes. 


Over the Moor to Bethlehem 


When the angels withdrew into the invisi- 
ble and the hillside was dark again, the aston- 
ished shepherds hastened over the moor to 
Bethichem. They went—not to see if the 
thing had come to pass, but to see the thing 
which had come to pass. They went with 
reverent wonder to see the babe and kneel at 
His cradle. We, too, must go to wonder and 
worship. When we grasp something of what 
God did for us in Christ we are lost in won- 
der, love and praise. “O come let us worship 
and bow down; let us kneel before the Lord 
our Maker.” 


When we come to Bethlehem and let the 
pity of God soak into our souls, saturate our 
minds with the astonishing truth that God so 
loved us that He gave His only begotten Son 
to us, that we might be harmonized — that 
God the Eternal, the Creator is a Father like 
that —then unless we are dull-minded and 
spiritually stupid we must be subdued by the 
mystery and glory and wonder of it all. Let 
us be still, and quiet and reverent and let the 
truth have its way with us. 


The First Witnesses 


The sight of any new-born babe moves us 
deeply, solemnises us with wistful thoughts 
of the mystery of life. How then shall we be 
casual at Christmas, when God’s own Son was 
born, stooping down to us that He might lift 
us up to Him? He was born that we might 
be born again —the oldest, the hardest, the 
worst of us. 


“And all they that heard it wondered at 
those things which were told them by the 
shepherds.” Those simple shepherds were the 
first to spread the tidings. “The first apostles 
were shepherds,” says Faber, “the second 
fishermen.” They were overflowing with glad- 
ness and in the rush and power of it they were 
eager to share with others what they had 
seen and heard. That is what is needed most 
of all in our time — men and women who will 
witness and share their experience of Christ. 
The good tidings are “unto you and all peo- 


ple.” How are the tidings to be spread to all 
people? 
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Christmas Is For Everybody 


The New Testament never contemplated 
the winning of the world by evangelistic mis- 
sions — not even by public preaching services. 
The meetings of the early Christians could 
only be held in secret. They were hunted and 
harassed by cruel persecutions. Yet their per- 
secutors complained that their teachings 
spread like wildfire. “We are but of yester- 
day,” wrote Tertullian, “yet we have filled 
your cities, islands, towns and boroughs; we 
are in the camp, the Senate and the Forum. 
Our foes lament that every sex, age and con- 
dition, and persons of every rank are converts 
to the name of Ghrist.” It was accomplished 
by personal witness and example. The in- 
dividual captured the individual. 


Repudiate Or Propagate 


Mr. Stanley Jones at the end of his book 
on “The Christ of the Indian Road,” tells how. 
he asked a Hindu student if he didn’t want 
to know Christ. “Yes,” he said eagerly, “but 
I do not know how to go to Him. I neec 
someone to introduce me.” We are called tc 
be introducers—to bring men and womer 
into effective contact with Jesus Christ. 


Any man who has a religion is bound tc 
do one of two things with it, change it on 
spread it. He must either repudiate it o1 
propagate it. 


So these simple shepherds appear for <« 
moment in the lovely story of Christmas; ther 
they disappear, winding round the hillsides 
back to their waiting flocks. They pass anc 
are content to pass. They are witnesses anc 
heralds only. They gather round the manger 
but they do not hide it. They frame it. They 
point to it. They lead to it by the footprint: 
that they themselves have left upon the field: 
of time. 


7 
Friend of Mine 


Friend of mine! Words are futile, 
Little bowls to hold the sea, 
Only God can tell completely 
What your friendship means to me. 
You are stars to light my darkness, 
You are sunshine’s magic art, 
You are warmth for latent blossoms 
In the garden of my heart. 
You are springs of living water, 
When the cares of life oppress, 
You are cool, refreshing showers 
For my arid loneliness. 
Friend of mine! Unchanging, loyal, 
Giving, sharing without end, 
Let me be, till earth’s last parting, 
What you are to me:—a friend! 
—Alfred Grant Walton. 
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FLASH! A SAVIOUR HAS BEEN BORN 


GUY EDWARD MARK 


“Preach the gospel to every creature. He that 
believeth and is baptized shall be saved; 
but he that believeth not shall be 
damned.” Mark 16:15. 

T has been well said that “Christianity did 
| not come into the world through the 

editorial page, but through the news 
column.” “Behold,” cried the heavenly news 
broadcaster, “I bring you good tidings of 
great joy, which shall be to all people, for 
unto you is born this day in the city of David 

a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.” 

This announcement implies, first of all, that 
man needs a Saviour, that all men need a 
Saviour. And all men do need a Saviour. 

The wise man said, “Lo, this have I found 
out that God hath made man upright; but 
they have sought out many inventions,” or 
many evil devices and designs. 

“All we have gone astray,” is the way the 
prophet Isaiah puts it, “we have turned every 
one to his own way.” 

Going astray implies sinning, and that is 
why Paul declares that “all have sinned” and 
thus have “come short of the glory of God.” 

This is an unwelcome announcement. When 
Roger Babson was a young man he became 
ill, he was very sick, failing rapidly. One day 
he said to the doctor, 

“What is the matter with me? I am not 
going to be kept in ignorance any longer. 
Tell me what is wrong.” 

“Well,” said the doctor, “if you really want 
to know the truth, I will tell you. You have 
a fully developed case of tuberculosis. One 
lung has already been destroyed. The other 
lung is badly diseased.” 

“Thank you for telling me the truth,” said 
the young man. “Now I know what I must 
fight.” 

Young Babson began his fight against the 
horrible disease. He fought courageously and 
successfully; so successfully that at an age 
when most men would think of retiring from 
active life, in addition to the many and heavy 
burdens he bears in connection with the huge 
business he has built up, he has been racing 
all over the country campaigning as the New 
Prohibition Party’s candidate for the presi- 
dency of the United States. 
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The truth in the moral realm is often most 
unwelcome. I know a man who once preached 
as a candidate for the pulpit of a church. 
The pulpit committee was present to hear 
him. His sermon was a straight from the 
shoulder message emphasizing the need of 
the “washing of regeneration.” He was re- 
jected by most of the members of the visiting 
committee. Later he received word setting 
forth at least one of the reasons for his rejec- 
tion: “People like to be told that they are 
good but that the rest of the world needs 
regeneration. They will support a minister 
for that.” And then this reflection is added: 
“I don’t know how Isaiah and Ezekiel and the 
rest of the prophets ever saved theirs heads 
so long. God must have protected them. But 
let one of them preach in a modern pulpit, 
and see how long he would last. Not long.” 

Well, the truth of the matter is that “all 
have sinned,” and “the wages of sin is death.” 
But, thank God, we have a news flash: “A 
Saviour has been born.” That is good news, 
front page news. The Saviour is Christ the 
Lord. 

Johnny was light-fingered. He took most 
anything he saw that he wanted. His parents 
were broken-hearted. They consulted a psy- 
chiatrist who assured them that they did not 
need to worry. The lad was not radically 
wrong. He had a slight maladjustment, that 
was all. About two months treatment by the 
eminent doctor would effect a cure. The 
hopeful parents sent the lad to the specialist 
twice each week for two months. At the end 
of the two months the lad was discharged as 
cured. Presently the telephone rang in 
Johnn’s home. His father answered the call. 

“Has Johnny gotten home yet?” was the 
question asked by the eminent doctor in an 
excited, disturbed voice. 

“No, not yet,” replied the father. 


“Well, then,” said the doctor,” he’s on the 
way. He left my office about half an hour 
ago. When he gets home search him for he 
took my watch.” 

Substitutes do not work. They do not 
reach the seat of the trouble. They do not 
save the soul. They do not transform the 
character. 
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Substitutes are positively harmful in that 
they keep the person needing help from the 
only remedy for sinful men, namely, the Sav- 
iour who is Christ the Lord. 

So serious is this matter that Paul with 
great feeling said, “Though we, or an angel 
from heaven, preach any other gospel unto 
you than that we have preached unto you, 
let him be accursed.” 

“Go ye into all the world and preach the 
gospel to every creature,” is the divine com- 
mand. Now of course we know that the 
gospel that we preach today includes the 
good news that Jesus Christ was born to be 
our saviour, that He was delivered for our 
offenses and raised again for our justification, 
that He was later taken back to heaven for 
our intercecssion or preservation, and _ that 
one day He is coming back from heaven for 
our glorification. All of this is needed for the 
largest development of Christian character and 
usefulness. However, for our present purpose 
we may confine our thoughts chiefly to the 
saving phase of the gospel. 

“Unto you is born a Saviour, which is 
Christ the Lord.” “He that believeth and is 
baptized shall be saved.” 

One day a Christian worker was walking 
along the street in company with a soap man- 
ufacturer. The soap man was not a Christian. 

“The gospel you preach has not done much 
good,” he said to the Christian worker,” for 
there is still a lot of wickedness and thou- 
sands of wicked people.” 

The Christian worker was silent for a 
moment. Presently they came to a little girl 
who was making mud pies. She was very 


dirty. Pointing to her, he said to the soap 
man, 


“Soap has not done much good in the 
world, I see, for there is still much dirt, and 
very many dirty people.” 

“Oh,” explained the manufacturer, “soap 
is only useful when it is applied.” 

“It is exactly so with the gospel,” came 
back the Christian worker,” it is effective only 
as it is applied, as the Saviour is received.” 

He was right. Jesus Christ saves lives and 
transforms character only as He is received 
by those who need such saving and transform- 
ing work done in their hearts. 

Two Salvationists were sent by the British 
government to work among the gangsters on 
the Andaman Islands, Here 600 of the most 
degraded and desperate characters were 
segregated. Of this number about 120 were 
kept in chains. The Salvationists preached 
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the gospel, told the good news of one who 
could save men from their sins, talked to the 
hardened men about Jesus Christ. One by 
one the men believed the good news and 
received the Christ. Little by little improve- 
ments were made in the settlement. Schools 
were built, medical dispensaries were opened; 
and gospel halls were provided. 


After twenty-five years of work among 
these people the Salvationists returned to 
England to give an account of their work. 
They stated that in twenty-five years spent 
among the criminals they had not lost the 
smallest possession, but that within one half 
hour after reaching civilization a valuable 
umbrella had been stolen from them. 

Flash! Good news! Jesus Christ is man’s 
Saviour. But, now get this, Jesus Christ can 
save men only as those who need Him receive 
Him. 

Flash! Good news! Jesus Christ transforms 
character. But, and get this also, Jesus Christ 
transforms character only as those who need 
to have their characters transformed receive 
Him into their lives. 

“He that believeth and is baptized shall be 
saved, but,” and how solemn are the remain- 
ing words in this great declaration, “He that 
believeth not shall be damned.” 

“Go ye into all the world and preach the 
gospel to every creature,” and do it quickly, 
for one of these days the Saviour will say, 
“Tt is enough, no more preaching of the gospel 
of the grace of God. The hour has come for 
the judgment of the nations and the establish- 
ment of the Kingdom of Heaven on earth.” 

Once the great preacher George White- 
field was speaking from the text, “The door 
was shut.” He was dwelling upon the impor- 
tance of immediate acceptance of the Saviour 
while the door of opportunity was still open 
for sinful men to enter and be saved. Two 
flippant, careless young men were in the 
audience. One turned to the other and said, 
“What if the door is closed, another one will 
be opened.” Later in the sermon the preacher 
said, “It may be possible that there is a 
young man here who thoughtlessly says, “What 
if the door is closed, another one will be 
opened.’ ” 

The two young men looked at each other 
in great surprise and evident concern as Mr. 
Whitefield added, “He is right. Another door 
will be opened. It will be the door to the 
bottomless pit, —the door of hell?” 

“Go . .. preach the gospel . . . he that 
believeth and is baptized shall be saved. He 
that believeth not shall be damned.” 
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JOSEPH— FORGOTTEN MAN 
OF CHRISTMAS 


GORDON W. MATTICE 


Scripture: Matthew 1:16-25, 2:13-15. 

OSEPH is the forgotten man of Christmas. 

While Mary has received great adoration 

and reverence, Joseph is hardly men- 
tioned. Scripture does not record one word 
he uttered. Even in the pictures of the Nativ- 
ity he is relegated to the background. About 
all that we know of him is that he was a 
just man, a carpenter, and the husband of 
Mary. 

His geneology is given, and he is identified 
as being of the lineage of David. There are 
very few references to him, the first being 
when it is said that he was espoused to Mary, 
and the last when he and Mary attended the 
Passover at Jerusalem, when Jesus was twelve 
years old. As no more is said of him in the 
sacred narrative, and as Christ committed 
Mary to the care of one of His disciples, it 
is supposed that he died before Christ began 
His public ministry. 

Harold L. Proppe says of Joseph that he 
is the representative of a large group of men 
who never occupy prominent places and who 
never become famous after the standard of 
the world, but who are great in God’s sight, 
and upon whom God depends. Joseph is a 
type of the unseen and unpraised heroes, of 
whom there are many. We ought to know 
something about Joseph. 

God was at great pains to find a mother 
for His son and He was equally discriminating 
in the choice of a man who would be the 

_foster-father of the Messiah. Suppose Mary 
had been the espoused wife of a different 
type of man than that which Joseph repre- 
sents? Mary, pure, innocent, with her imagin- 
ative and emotionally disturbed nature, would 
have been plunged into mental, nervous and 
spiritual complexes had she been unable to 
lean heavily upon a just, kindly, and under- 
standing man, such as was Joseph. 

To Joseph, the Annunciation must have 
been a sore trial. Elizabeth Hart in her de- 
lightful novel, writes of the happiness of an- 
ticipation, as Joseph came near to his wed- 
ding day, and then to have doubt cast over 
the purity and character of his beloved, must 
have been agonizing. Mary was in danger of 
being put to shame publicly, and a passionate, 
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cruel man would have availed himself of the 
Mosaic right to put such a woman away. But 
he chose to be loyal to Mary. He was to be 
her husband, but what about his reputation? 
What would it do to his business? What about 
gossiping neighbors? What about public 
scorn? These and a thousand questions must 
have troubled his brain and flung open the 
doors to doubt. But he came through, and 
what he was and what he did puts him among 
the most unique forgotten men in the history 
of the race. 

When God chose him to be the foster- 
father of the baby, his life was flooded with 
trouble and heart-ache. He might have re- 
fused! He could have coldly turned away 
from Mary. I wonder if you and I, sometimes 
in our haste, do not often close the door that 
God opens before us, especially when it means 
struggle. 

There are four things we can note about 
Joseph. 

I. We are told that “while he thought on 
these things,” the angel of the Lord appeared 
to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, thou son 
of David, fear not to take unto thee Mary 
thy wife; for that which is conceived in her 
is of the Holy Ghost. And she shall bring 
forth a son, and thou shalt call his name 
Jesus, for he shall save his people from their 
sins. 

Joseph was a thoughtful man. He did not 
act hastily. To him an angel appeared three 
times and God whispered secrets to him no 
man had ever heard or will ever hear again. 
These came in a dream, which was a common 
occurrence among the ancients, for both warn- 
ing and prediction. Joseph was a man of 
faith, and in perplexity he obeyed. He took 
his place among those who by faith have fol- 
lowed God’s leadings, though they could not 
understand. He thus anticipated Newman’s 
hymn, 

“Keep thou my feet, I do not ask to see 
The distant scene, one step enough for me. 
Lead thou me on.” 

II. Think of the concern of Joseph, seeking 

a place where the mother might give birth 
to her child. You know the incident. They 
travelled from Nazareth, southward to Beth-. 


Page 583 


lehem, in obedience to the decrees of Caesar. 
The town was overcrowded when they ar- 
rived there, and the baby was about to be 
born. 

Merson has given the world a great paint- 
ing, showing the arrival at Bethlehem. It was 
late at night, and Joseph knew that he must 
make haste to find a place. In her suffering 
and anxiety, Mary awaits as he feverishly 
seeks a place of refuge. Here is a desperate 
man. Any father can understand the nervous- 
ness and concern of such an experience. Doc- 
tors tell us that they can usually take care of 
the mother and the expected child — the father 
is the problem. 

There is an ancient carol in the form of an 
imaginary conversation between Joseph and 
Mary. 

Joseph — “Another street we'll try, a court- 
yard there may be, here before mine 
eye, is the grand hostelry.” 

Mary — “I pray thee, of thy grace, no fur- 
ther can I go. Alone you seek a place; 
my strength, it faileth so.” 

At last a place is found, and in the still of 

the night Jesus is born. 

III. To his already confused mind, how 
strange it must have been when the shep- 
herds and the wise men came to pay their 
homage and to present their gifts. When they 
departed it seemed that now they could relax, 
but the angel of the Lord appeared, saying, 
“Arise, and flee into Egypt; and be thou 
there until I bring thee word; for Herod will 
seek the young child to destroy him.” And by 
night they departed. 

That land which was one of bondage and 
groaning for the ancient people, becomes now 
the place of refuge and safety. Note the sim- 
ilarity between the history of Israel in its 
infancy as a nation, and that of Christianity 
in its beginnings. 

Obedience on the part of Joseph involved 
two things; activity, “flee into Egypt,” and 
patient waiting, “be thou there until I bring 
thee word.” 

Like St. Paul, faith made him obedient to 
the heavenly vision. A candidate for admis- 
sion to the church related a dream by which 
he had been moved to join. He told of the 
things it suggested to him. When he ended 
his recital, one of the officers said to him, 
“We do not wish to despise a good man’s 
dreams by any means; but we will tell you 
what we think of the dream after we have 
seen how you go on when you are awake.” 
Joseph acted on his dream. 

IV. St. Luke gives us by implication, still 
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one more insight into the character of Joseph. 
The Holy Family returned to Nazareth and 
Jesus increased in wisdom, stature and in 
favor with God and man. 

What a godly home it must have been! 
How Mary and Joseph must have, as loving 
parents, watched the boy grow. Joseph was 
a religious man, and as head of the house he 
would see that his boy was taught the Sacred 
Scriptures, steeped in the Prophets and the 
Law. 

Then, as the boy grew older, He would 
work with Joseph at the carpenter’s bench. 
Those years of carpentering left their mark 
on Jesus. This trade is one of the four oldest 
of men’s occupations. The carpenter handles 
the most familiar materials, and his task is to 
transform them visibly into useful articles for 
men. Every man learns certain lessons from 
his trade, and Jesus learned that material can 
be fashioned and shaped so as to serve man. 
There He learned that the only way to bring 
salvation is to transform; a box can be made 
from an ugly log of wood, so can a wretched, 
degraded soul be transformed into true citi- 
zen of the Kingdom of God. 

Many of the parables and sayings of our 
Lord reflect what He learned in that humble 
shop. He was a workman that needed not 
to be ashamed. At the bench He learned to 
build enduring articles, and how to build that 
city which hath foundations, whose architect 
is God. 

There is another implication here. What a 
father Joseph must have been, for is it not 
true that children get their ideas of the Heay- 
enly Father, of God, and life from their 
parents? 

Those who have studied Shelley’s “The 
Cenci,” will remember how impossible Bea- 
trice found it to call God “Father” in view 
of her own father. In the light of all that 
psychology teaches about the importance of 
the first few years of a child’s life, we must 
surely pay a great tribute to the Father of 
Jesus. Indeed, His memorial, did we but 
recognize it, could hardly be greater. It is the 
first phrase of the Lord’s Prayer, “Our Father, 
which art in Heaven.” Jesus could never have 
taught men to think of God as a perfect 
Father unless Joseph had been a remarkable 
father to Him. The idea of God as Father. 
which is one of the great ideas of Christianity 
profound as it is, reflects the relationshir 
between Joseph and Jesus. 


m A prosperous business man said to a friend 
Would you like to know what I’m going te 
give my boy for Christmas?” Of course he 
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American Mirror 


By Hatrorp E. Luccock 


Here is a candid camera picture of the ten 
tumultuous years of American life as expressed 
in the literature from 1930 to 1940. The fic- 
tion, drama and poetry of the period are 
examined in relation to the ethical, social and 
religious phases of our life and thought during 
those years. $2.50 
* 


The Golden Bough 


By Sir JAMEs G. FRAZER 


In this famous volume is the absorbing account 
of the myths, superstitions, ancient religious 
rites, and practices of every land from the 
remote past to recent times. Beautifully 
bound and jacketed, the new edition of this 
world-renowned work is offered at an amaz- 
ingly low price. $1.49 
* 


The Modern Use 
of The Bible 


By Harry EMERSON Fospick 


To Dr. Fosdick, the Bible is a book of vital 
personal religion. In this important and well- 
known book, he makes a strikingly clear state- 
ment of the way in which its eternal truths 
may be reconciled with modern thought and 
applied to everyday life. “Of great use — an 
invaluable tool.’—The New York Times. $1.00 
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Not Alone 


By JosepH R. S1zoo 


In these bewildering times, what does Chris- 
tianity have to say? Today, people are asking 
more and more often what answer the Chris- 
tian religion can possibly have for the present 
state of confusion and chaos. Dr. Sizoo offers 
our war-torn world a message of hope and 
leads us to a steadying sense of God's unfail- 
ing presence. $1.25 


Introduction To 
Youth 


By ErpmMan Harris 


Dr. Harris considers the neces- 
sity of helping our youth to 
help themselves and gives ac- 
tual methods for dealing with 
their problems of belief, morals, 
vocations and standards of be- 
havior. Silas) 
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Chart 
For Happiness 


By HorNELL Hart 


Here is a scientifically prepared 
chart for the measurement of 
individual happiness in relation 
to effective living and working. 
Full instructions are given on 
how to use and interpret it. 
$2.00 


> 


A Preface To 
Christian Theology 


By Joun A. Mackay 


Dr. Mackay offers a non-tech- 
nical approach to the relation- 
ship of theology and present- 
day individual and social ethics. 
He deals concisely with momen- 
tous factors, crucial for modern 
Christianity and challenging for 
every thoughtful Christian. 
$2.00 
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The World’s Great 


Religious Poetry 
By Carottine M. HILy 


This collection contains over 
700 poems of religious signifi- 
cance ranging from the Psalms 
of David to modern free verse. 
“The most useful of all anthol- 
ogies of religious poetry.” $1.69 
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wanted to know, and thought of some costly 
presents that the father could afford to give. 
The man pulled a piece of paper out of his 
pocket and handed it over. On it was written, 
“To my son: I give you one hour each week 
day and two hours of my Sundays, to be 
yours, to be used as you want them, without 
interference of any kind whatsoever.” “Tell 
me,” asked the friend, “how did you happen 
to hit upon the idea of giving such an extra- 
ordinary present.” He replied, “The other day 
a young fellow, whom I had not seen since 
he was a kid about my boy’s age, came into 
my office to make a touch. His face carried 
the tell-tale marks of dissipation. He was a 
human derelict. ‘Robert, I exclaimed, in 


amazement — ‘to see you like this—and you 
with such a father!’” He was silent for @ 
moment and then said, “Well, I’ve often hearc 
what a grand man was my dad, my friends 
all told me so. But I never knew him. He was 
s0 much occupied with his business and his 
clubs that I only saw him occasionally at 
meals.” That made me think, and believe me 
from now on I’m going to see that my boy 
has a chance to know me.” 

A Father’s gift to his son — what could be 
a better one? To every Father of a growing 
boy — and a growing daughter as well, I say 
whatever you plan to give your child or 
Christmas morning, make sure that you give 
something of yourself. 


ya 


e 
HOME FOR CHRISTMAS 


IVAN H. HAGEDORN 


Text: Luke 15:17, 18). 


UCH of Christmas is associated with 
Mi the old home. Christmas surely 
makes its contribution to that solid 
and loving family life, which gives its bene- 
diction down through the years. When Christ- 
mas comes round, there is that pull upon the 
heart-strings stronger than the proverbial 
twenty-mule-team, calling us home. Weighty 
matters are pushed aside and the simply ex- 
pressed words, “I’m going home for Christmas,” 
seem sufficient to overcome all difficulties. 
Many a father and mother live in the antici- 
pation of answered prayer, that the steps of 
a wandering son or daughter will strike for 
home at Christmas time. Doors are thrown 
open wide at Christmas time, giving assur- 
ance of welcome and hospitality. And the 
arms of God open for the embrace of the 
returning sinner. Many of us need to avail 
ourselves of the heart-warming season, and 
give thought and make resolution to return to 
our Father’s House at Christmas time. 


I 


But before we can return home, we must 
first realize that we are away from it. The 
prodigal son first sensed his loss through ab- 
sence from the old homestead. How fully he 
admitted his folly. “How many hired servants 
of my father’s, have bread enough and to 
spare, and I perish with hunger.” 

Sin is the one great obstruction in the way 
that leads home to God. It is the one thing 
that needs to be confessed before we can hope 
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to feel the warmth of our Father’s loving arms 
Men have lost their sense of the awfulness o! 
human sin. The pulpit is not entirely irre- 
sponsible. It has ceased to bear down harc 
on sin, and instead has taught psychology 
The consequence has been, as a famous Eng: 
lish bishop has said, “It does not scratch where 
people itch.” We will not be home in ow 
Father’s House this Christmas unless we firs! 
of all confess our sin. It is only so that we 
can make our home with God and He make 
His home with us. Bishop Charles L. Slat: 
tery tells us of a story he heard in a littl 
Church in France. A new Pastor had come 
to the village, and called at a certain cottage 
When the husband came home from his work 
the wife said, “The new Pastor called today.’ 
“What did he say?” asked the man. “Oh, 
she answered, “he asked “Does Christ live 
here?” and I didn’t know what to say.” Thi 
man’s face flushed. “Why didn’t you tell hin 
that we were respectable people?” he said 
“Well,” she answered, “I might have said that 
only that isn’t what he asked me.” “Then 
why,” pursued her husband, “didn’t you tel 
him that we said our prayers and read ou 
Bibles?” The wife replied, “But he didn’t asl 
me that.” The man grew more vexed. “Why, 
he continued, “didn’t you say that we wer 
always at Church?” The poor woman brok 
down. “He didn’t ask that either. He aske 
only, ‘Does Christ live here?’” This man an 
his wife pondered for many days what th 
grave Pastor meant by his question. Little b 
little, they realized that Christ had not bee 
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Based on the 

“Case History” 

of an Actual 
Deagan Installation 


1 “Last night,” said my visitor, “in making up p “Look,” I replied, “at the tower of our 

our Christmas lists, my wife remarked that church —a silent finger pointing to the sky. 
we had remembered all our friends except the Can you think of any gift more inspiring than 
truest and most helpful one of all —our church. one which would change that silence to the rich, 
I’m open to your suggestions. .. .” warm eloquence of Christian music played by a 


real Carillon?” 


His gift was announced on Christmas Day, 4 “T am deeply grateful,” wrote the donor, 
and the Carillon dedicated sometime later. “for your suggestion. The dedication stands 
Hundreds came to attend the ceremonies — and out as the most thrilling experience of my entire 
stayed to marvel at the beauty and purity of life, and every day, as. the Carillon Tings out, I 
the music. It was a day that neither I nor my appreciate anew the privilege of having provided 
friend shall ever forget. ... for all time ... so inspiring a Christmas 


” 


gift to my church... 


Automatically Played and Harmonically Tuned Deagan Carillons are available 
for as little as $7250. May we send you interesting particulars? 


J. C. DEAGAN, Inc. 


141 Deagan Building Chicago, Illinois 
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made at home in their hearts, and finally on 
their knees they confessed their sins and bade 
Him enter in. They got home for Christmas. 


I 

Though the door of the Father’s House is 
wide open at Christmas time, the wanderer 
must arise and go in. Some years ago, Stanley 
Baldwin, then Prime Minister of England, 
stood on the terrace of a beautiful villa near 
Florence. It was a September evening, and 
the valley below was transfigured in the long, 
horizontal rays of the declining sun. He 
heard a bell, whose every vibration found an 
echo in his innermost heart. He said to his 
hostess, “That is the most beautiful bell I have 
ever heard.” “Yes,” she replied, “It is an 
English bell.” And it stirred the heart of a 
wandering Englishman and made him sick for 
home. For two thousand Christmases, the 
voice of Christ has sounded far and wide, bid- 
ding us to turn unto Him. How home-sick it 
should make us feel! 

With tender, bleeding hands, our Lord, 
Jesus Christ puts the lamp in the window. 
For two thousand years now, He has done 
just that. The latch is open. He waits for 
His sons and daughters to come, and spend 
Christmas with Him. Sometime ago, an 
evangelist travelling on the train, was singing 
to himself the song, “I've been Redeemed.” 
A fellow-passenger, hearing, joined him in the 
song. After singing, the evangelist put the 
question to the stranger, “Have you been re- 
deemed?” “Yes, praise the Lord,” was the 
answer. “May I ask how long since?” “About 
two thousand years ago.” The astonished 
evangelist echoed his surprise. “IT'wo thousand 
years ago?” “Yessir,” said the fellow-passenger, 
“but I am sorry to say, it’s not more than a 
year that I’ve known it.” 


III 

It is obvious, too, that to return to the 
Father’s House this Christmas, one must go 
by the only road that leads to it. Jesus Christ 
said, “I am the Way. No man cometh unto 
the Father but by Me.” There is a little 
chorus, “Led by Jesus, we are travelling 
home.” He alone can bring us safely home. 

The only name of sufficient strength to save 
is Jesus Christ. One day, a young man came 
to see Woodrow Wilson. He was shabbily 
dressed, and plainly a drunkard. The secre- 
tary tried to put him off. The young man said, 
“Just send my card to him please. He will 
see me. I was one of his students.” The secre- 
tary, still hesitating, the young man drew a 
paper from his pocket and said, “All I want 
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to ask him to do is to witness my signature 
to this.” “And what is that?” asked the secre- 
tary. “It is a pledge. I am going to sign the 
pledge, and if my old professor witnesses it, 
I shall never break it.” The young man was 
taken in to the Executive's office. President 
Wilson came forward to meet him. He took 
the young man’s hand into both of his own 
warmly, saying, “What can I do for you?” 
The young man brought out of his pocket the 
pledge, and placing it on the table signed it. 
He then gestured to the President, “Now, 
please put your John Hancock there, Profes- 
sor.” Mr. Wilson complied, wrote on it beside 
the word “Witness” — The President of the 
United States, Woodrow Wilson. Work was 
secured for the youth, and for some months 
he did well. Then, one day, he failed to 
report to his desk, and upon a follow-up, he 
was found in a room with the gas turned on, 
his head on a table with the pledge spread 
out before him. A note explained that he had 
at last broken the pledge, and there was noth- 
ing else to do but to end it all. Jesus Christ 
alone is able to give that strength, enabling 
us to stand. The foundation He provides is 
alone that which is secure. 
IV 

It makes a heap of difference too, for the 
wanderer to know that there is One on the 
door-step eagerly scanning the road to see if 
you are coming home for Christmas. Dr. 
Guthrie, in his autobiography, describes an 
old Scotch parishioner, “who died as he lived. 
a curious mixture of benevolence and folly.’ 
The lawyer who drew up his will, after writ- 
ing down several legacies, of five hundred 
pounds to one person, a thousand to another. 
and so on, at last said: “But, Mr.—, I don’t 
believe you have all that money to give. 
“Oh,” was the reply, “I ken that as well as 
you, but I just want to show them my gooc 
will.” But God’s good will toward men is nc 
mere pretense of bestowing gifts. He gave 
His Son, that whosoever believeth in Hin 
should not perish, but have everlasting life. 

Think of it! While we were yet sinners 
Christ died for the ungodly. All in order thai 
we might be home for Christmas. That is ¢ 
fact that has never ceased to silence the fear: 
of the human heart. God thinks upon us ten 
derly, and wants us home for Christmas. Sam. 
uel Hadley, in his work at the Water Stree 
Mission, once came in contact with a boy wh« 
had stolen money from his father, and hac 
run away from home. When Mr. Hadley 
found him, he was penniless and in rags 
When Mr. Hadley advised him to go back t 
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his father, the boy replied: “You don’t know 
my father, or you wouldn’t advise that. He's 
a hard man, and he'll never forgive me.” 
“Well,” said Mr. Hadley, “come to the mis- 
sion and stay tonight.” That night, a letter 
was sent to the father, telling him that his 
missing son was in the Water Street Mission, 
in great need, and telling also of his sorrow 
for his wrong-doing. The next morning, a 
message flashed over the wires, “My boy is 
forgiven. Tell him to come home.” 


V 


Certainly, it is a matter of importance, to 
remind the wanderer that deep suffering is 
experienced by those who painfully wait to 
hear from or see the one for whom they long. 
The Eternal God and Father is no exception. 
His heart is pained at the absence of each 
one from the hearth. Let us think upon that. 
It will help us to go home for Christmas. For 
it is a truth that it is not our repentance that 
starts His love, but it is His love that starts 
our repentance. This avenue of approach 
accounts for the lives of the saints in every 
age. It is said that the eyes of the crucified 
One followed Francis of Assisi throughout his 
life, and naturally all that he did in his use- 
ful and blessed life was the out-flow of that 
productive conviction. The contemplation of 
the sufferings and death of Jesus Christ points 
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the weary traveler toward his Father's House. 
And it is the realization of the poignancy of 
the sufferings of the Eternal which stirs the 
heart, to win the sinner from the error of his 
ways. Certainly, the joy of going home at 
Christmas is made all the more joyous when 
you bring one of the homeless with you, to 
spend that blessed day before the hearth in 
the Father’s House. 


VI 


Certainly, the joy of the reunion should 
speed our feet homeward at Christmas. 
Charles Dickens has said that the most touch- 
ing story in literature is the story of the Prodi- 
gal Son. How happy it is in its climax. The 
old father, standing on the steps of the old 
homestead, his eyes sharpened through their 
much looking down the road. At last, they 
glimpse a boy, limping his way down the 
dusty path. Glad recognition, and then hur- 
rying foot-steps, and open arms, and warm 
kisses!) There was not a word of reproach. 
Instead, there were words of pure gladness. 
“Bring forth the best robe and put it on him, 
and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his 
feet, and bring hither the fatted calf and kill 
it, and let us eat and be merry, for this my 
son was dead and is alive again. He was lost, 
and is found.” 

He was home for Christmas. 
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INTERNAL CHRISTIANITY 


ROBERT LLOYD ROBERTS 


ESUS does not condemn us for keeping 
4| the outside of our cups clean; but He 
does condemn us for stopping with that, 
and for not going on and washing the inside 
of the cup also. Since we know about germs, 
we are even more interested in seeing that 
the inside of our cup is sterilized than that 
the outside is scrupulously clean. We know 
that the danger is on the inside of the cup, 
or on the edge where we drink. But when 
we turn to things that concern our moral life, 
we are often more careful about the outside 
of the cup. We may even become so inter- 
ested in trying to give people a good impres- 
sion of ourselves that we forget to take care 
of our inner life. While the outside of the 
sepulchre may be whitewashed, inside it may 
be full of dead men’s bones. 
External Christianity will more or less take 
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care of itself, if we attend to the internal 
Christianity first. The vital part of our spirit- 
ual life is the internal part, the inner life. 
Here is where we really live. We may avoid 
even the appearance of evil, and appear unto 
men to be sound, and yet we may be evil at 
heart. But when we get right within, the 
good will finally show through. And more 
than all this, the glory that we have with God, 
is greater than the glory that we may have 
with men. 
Internal Christianity is Non-injurious 

One mark of the proper kind of internal 
Christianity is that it is non-injurious. It is 
not harmful to society. This inner spirit of 
harmlessness was manifested by Christ toward 
all kinds of men, rich and poor, high and low, 
alike. “Love thinketh no evil.” 

The Christian is the perfect gentleman or 
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lady and gives no offense to God or man. 
Let the Christian purpose to be inoffensive in 
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his heart toward all men, and especially to 
the Son of Man. This is to have a heart void 
of offense. Internal Christianity is marked, 
non-injurious on the label. This is one of its 
prime characteristics. “Let this mind be in 
you which was also in Christ Jesus.” 


Internal Christianity is Under Guidance 


To some extent the Christian is self-pilot- 
ing; that is he stands on his own feet. He is 
a lifter and not a leaner. He bears his own 
burdens. He carries his own cross. He is 
independent and as far as possible, takes care 
of himself. He even goes beyond this and 
helps to take care of others, if he is able. 
“Bear one anothers burdens and so fulfill the 
law of Christ.” 

But the Christian is one also who says, 
“Jesus, Saviour, pilot me over life’s tempestu- 
ous sea.” And also, “Guide me, O Thou great 
Jehovah, pilgrim through this desert land.” 
He is one who knows that he cannot walk 
alone and walk safely. He knows that he must 
cast his burdens on the Lord, and the Lord 


will sustain him. 
“So, on I go, not knowing 
I would not, if I might. 
I would rather walk in the dark with God 
Than walk alone in the light. 
I would rather walk with Him by faith, 
Than walk alone by sight.” 


Internal Christianity is Kind 

“Love suffereth long and is kind.” When 
we have the right brand of internal Christian- 
ity, we are kind and helpful. We are moth- 
erly. Jesus was motherly. How oft would 
He have gathered Jerusalem under His pro- 
tecting love, as a hen gathers her chicks. He 
wept because Jerusalem would not heed His 
motherly call. The true Christian mothers the 
sinner and nurses him back to moral and 
spiritual health. 

It is a mark of strength, to be kind to the 
weak. “The bravest are the tenderest; and 
the loving, the most kind.” It is a sad day 
when Christians cease to weep over Jeru- 
salem; when they do no longer care to gather 
her children under their wings as the hen 
gathers her chicks. It will be a sorry day for 
the world when pride and selfishness rule our 
hearts instead of Christian love. Only Chris- 
tian love can make wars to cease from the 
ends of the earth. 

Internal Christianity Can Take It 

When the soul is internally fortified it can 
take anything. It is strong against despair 
and doubt and fear, when its strength is with- 
in. Such internal strength made Job cry out, 
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“Though He slay me, yet will I trust Him.” 
There is no crying before one is hurt, when 
one has strength from within. 

The internally fortified Christian may be 
down but he is never out. He won't squeal. 
He will take his beating and come back for 
more. He doesn’t know when he is beaten. 
He is “strong with the strength” that God 
supplies through His immortal Son. He has 
within him, wells of water springing up unto 
eternal life. Put him behind the eight ball, 
and he can take it. He won’t squeal. 

Internal Christianity is On-the-level 

There is no such animal as a Christian 
hypocrite. The two words don’t work to- 
gether. When a man is under the Cross, he 
is out from under the double-cross. He keeps 
the inside of the cup clean also. 

Don't make the mistake of judging Christ 
by Christians, always judge Christians by 
Christ. It is one thing to condemn the 
Church, it is another thing to condemn Christ. 
There may be hypocrites in the Church, there 
are no hypocrites in Christ. When a hypo- 
crite gets close to Christ, he either loses his 
hypocrisy or else he loses Christ. “Love re- 
joices in the truth.” 

Internal Christianity is Trunk-line 

So many people live on the side-tracks of 
life. They get on the branches and never get 
back to the trunk-line. Pleasure and fun are 
good things, but “Life is real and life is ear- 
nest.” “All work and no play, makes Jack a 
dull boy,” is true, but it is also true that all 
play and no work, would make Jack a silly 
boy. Life should fulfill some useful purpose. 
“Remember now thy Creator in the days of 
thy youth.” “Man’s chief end is to glorify God 
and to enjoy Him forever.” 

Youth is not something to while away at 
silly things. It is the seed time of life. The 
harvest in later years will depend upon what 
is sown in youth. “The fruits of a well-spent 
youth, are reaped in a good old age.” Sir 
Walter Raleigh said, “Errors that are acorns 
in youth, become oaks in older life.” 

Jesus put this truth about a trunk-line life 
in these words, “Seek first the Kingdom of 
God and His righteousness.” We are to put 
the Kingdom of God first in our lives, and 
then all the pleasure and other things we have 
need of will be added unto us. Let us be 
serious at times and not just giggling at every- 
thing we see or hear. “Be sober.” Be righteous. 


Internal Christianity is On the Beam 


An airplane can be guided safely by a 
radio beam, if the pilot keeps the plane on 
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the beam. He can tum neither to the right 
hand nor to the left, or he will get off the 
beam. Morality is a straight and narrow way. 
It goes straight up to God. It is a narrow 
way, on either side of which are steep em- 
bankments. One leaves this narrow way at 
his peril. 

The spiritual instrument that keeps us on 
the beam with God, is prayer. Prayer helps 
us to steer a straight course, lest if one do 
not fall on Scylla, he will fall on Charybdis. 
There is a happy medium of safety between 
the perils of extremism. Prayer helps us find 
the right course and hold to it. It gives us 
a grip on God. It nails us to the Cross. It 
provides a channel for the Holy Spirit to flow 
in and out of our lives. Prayer knocks at the 
inner gate and obtains admission. “Satan 
trembles when he sees the weakest saint upon 
his knees.” “We kneel how weak; we rise 
how full of power.” 


Internal Christianity is Christ Inside Me 

Paul found out that being a Christian 
meant that Paul was dead: he was dead but 
Christ lived in him. “I live, yet not I, but 
Christ liveth in me.” “For me to live is Christ.” 
The Christian is different from the man of the 
world, he has Christ living inside. 

Without Christ he, who is a Christian, can 
do nothing; but with Christ inside, he can 
do all things through Christ who strengthens 
him. Behold, He stands at the door of your 
heart and knocks, and He will come in and 
sup with you and you with Him, if you will 
but open wide the door and say, “Lord Jesus 
come in.” 


“J am Thine, O Lord, I have heard Thy voice, 
And it told Thy love to me; 
But I long to rise in the arms of faith, 
And be closer drawn to Thee. — 
“O the pure delight of a single hour 
That before Thy throne I spend, 
When I kneel in prayer, and with Thee, my God, 
I commune as friend with friend.” 
—Fanny J. Crosby. 
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Hearts Filled With Love (Christmas) 
Materials: 

Two small match boxes. 
Demonstration: 

All the matches are removed from both 
boxes. To prepare for this demonstration, the 
performer removes the label from one match 
box and pastes it on the bottom of the other. 
The top and the bottom of the prepared box 
will then be identical. Wedge a layer of 
matches between the bottom of the drawer 
and the bottom of the box. To do this break 
down the bottom of the drawer just enough 
so that the matches will be flush with the 
sides of the drawer. This one layer of matches 
will give the appearance of a full box of 
matches when the drawer is partly opened. 
By turning the box over and opening the 
drawer partly it will amaze the spectators to 
find it empty. If you occasionally will turn 
the box in your hand as you talk and before 
you open the drawer to show when it is empty 
and when it is full, it will prevent the aud- 
ience from detecting that the box has been 
especially prepared. You should have a secret 
mark on the box to know which side is which. 
Story: 

Christmas is a gloriously happy time. It is 
a time of greetings and giving. At the first 
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Christmas it was God who gave us Jesus. 
God likes to give. He gave us many, 
many wonderful things, long before he 
gave us Jesus. God gave us everything 
that is in this world. Everything im this 
whole universe was created by God. God 
made the sun, stars, trees, flowers, grass and 
all things beautiful. He did not buy these 
ready-made. He made them. No one but 
God could have made them. And then he 
gave them all to us. God is always giving. 
He has a heart full of love, and a heart filled 
with loves likes to give. The best gift that 
God gave us is Jesus. And the day he was 
born we call Christmas. That is why Christ- 
mas is such a happy day. 


But some people are not happy even at 
Christmas. It is because their hearts are empty 
—empty of love. Look at this match box. 
(Open drawer to show empty side) It is 
empty and that is the way many people’s 
hearts are. Joy comes from a full heart of 
love. If the heart is full of love there will be 
joy. (Open drawer again to show full side). 
The -box now seems to be full of matches. 
Even so a person who awhile ago was un- 
happy because there was no love in his heart, 
can suddenly overflow with joy if he will let 
God fill his heart with love. God spreads 
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happiness not only on Christmas but on every 
day because he loves all of us. “For God so 
loved the world that he gave his only be- 
gotten Son.” 

Whose hearts are empty of love at Christ- 
mas and whose hearts are not empty? Let us 
look at a few people. Here is a husband and 
wife who on Christmas day are standing in 
front of a beautiful new house that they just 
built. “I don’t like the paint” says the wife, 
“it is terrible; and I don’t like the way the 
kitchen is arranged.” The husband becomes 
angry and says, “I don’t care whether you 
like it or not, it is bought and paid for, you 
can take it or leave it.” With that he walks 
away. (Show empty side of match box) Their 
hearts are empty of love just as this match 
box is empty. The trouble with these two 
people is that they have selfishly spent every- 
thing they had on their house for themselves. 
Even on Christmas day they had nothing to 
give to others. Their hearts are empty. 


Not far away there is another husband and 
wife who have been saving up money for a 
new automobile. They looked at some of the 
newest shiny models shortly before Christmas. 
“What do you think of this one?” said the 
husband. “I like this one the best, especially 
the color.” The wife did not seem to be very 
enthusiastic about any of the automobiles. 
“What is the matter?” asked the husband, 
“Don’t you want a new automobile?” “Well,” 
said the wife, “I don’t think I want one just 
now. Here it is almost Christmas. If we buy 
a new automobile we will have no money 
left to buy gifts for others, especially some 
of the poor people who need clothes, food 
and coal to keep them warm. We can make 
our old automobile do for a while. I think 
I will be happier with the old automobile 
during the Christmas holidays than with a 
new one.” “Perhaps you are right,” said the 
husband, “Let us see what kind of gifts we 
can find for others to make them happy.” 
(Show full side of match box) These two 
people were truly happy because their hearts 
were full of love even as this match box is 
full of matches. 

In another house is a boy who is very ex- 
cited on the day before Christmas. He said 
to his playmate who never received much for 
Christmas, “In that room is a bicycle, skates, 
an electric train and many other things all for 
me. Tomorrow I will let you see them, but 
don’t you touch them.” (Show empty side of 
match box) This boy’s heart was empty of 
all love. 

But in the next house lived a boy who was 
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on his way to the store on the day before 
Christmas. He was whistling as he hurried 
along. He came out of the store with two 
packages. One contained a nice new necktie 
for his father, and the other a scarf for his 
mother. He had earned the money to buy 
these, by selling newspapers and shoveling 
walks. It had taken him a long time to save 
so much money. As he hid them in the 
closet he said, “O boy, won't they be sur- 
prised tomorrow.” (Show full side of match 
box) This boy was happy because his heart 
was full of love. 

Christmas will be a very happy occasion if 
we do something for others. But remember 
this —we cannot do good from an empty 


heart. God always gives and always does 

good because his heart is full of love for us. 
q 

Doing the Impossible 

Materials: 


A hard boiled egg with shell removed 

A quart milk bottle 

A small piece of paper 

A match 
Demonstration: 

The mouth of the milk bottle is consider- 
ably smaller than the egg. The object is to 
make the egg go through the mouth of the 
milk bottle. When the egg is placed upon 
the mouth of the bottle it would seem to be 
impossible. However, the seemingly impossi- 
ble is possible. Set the bottle on the table. 
Light a small piece of paper and put it inside 
the bottle and place the egg on the mouth 
of the bottle with the pointed end downward. 
A vacuum is created by the flaming paper and 
the egg is drawn into the bottle. 

Story: 

Can this egg go through the mouth of this 
bottle? It seems impossible but it can be done. 
We do not want to force the egg through 
because then we should break it. There are 
many things that seem impossible but they 
are not. 

Before we make the egg go through the 
mouth of this bottle, I want to tell you a 
story. In 1831 there was born in Ireland a 
baby who was called Arthur Kavanagh. This 
baby did not have arms and legs like the 
rest of us. He merely had little stumps for 
legs and arms, so that he really had no legs 
and arms at all. When Arthur Kavanagh was 
a boy he did not want to be pitied. He tried 
to do everything that any normal boy would 
do. When he was a young man he was one 
of the best riders. He traveled thousands of 
miles on horseback in Egypt, Palestine, Rus- 
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sia, Persia, and India. He had to be strapped 
into the saddle because he had no legs with 
which to hold on to the horse. He rode at a 
fast pace and would jump the highest fences 
with the best riders. 


He was an expert hunter and went deep 
into the wilderness of India to hunt tigers and 
other wild animals. His ability to shoot 
straight surprised everyone. Strapped in his 
saddle, he would rest his gun on the stump 
of his left leg, and with a hook which was 
fastened to the stump of the right arm, he 
would pull the trigger. 

He was very intelligent and spoke several 
languages. Although he had no arms and 
therefore no fingers, he painted pictures and 
wrote many letters. Many people came to 
him for advice. The people thought so much 
of him that they sent him to the British Par- 
liament. 

Because of his physical handicaps he might 
easily have become sour, but he was always 
cheerful. He loved all people and did much 
good. He often spoke of how good God had 
been to him. When he was a baby and with- 
out arms and legs, those who saw him must 
have said, “He cannot live, and if he does he 
will never amount to anything; it is impossi- 
ble, it is impossible.” But Arthur Kavanagh 
fooled them all. What seemed impossible, he 
made possible. He depended on God to help 
him. Jesus once said, “With men this is 
impossible, but with God all things are 
possible.” 

Now, here I have two very simple things, 
a hard boiled egg and a milk bottle. The egg 
is too big to go into the bottle. If we force 
the egg it will break. How shall we do it? 
There are some who would say it is impossi- 
ble. But it can be done. I will get that egg 
in there with something that you cannot see. 
(Perform trick) What seemed impossible has 
been done. What pulled the egg inside? The 
paper on fire? No! The fire burned all the 
air in the bottle. That made a vacuum. A 
vacuum is very strong, even if you cannot see 
it. What seemed to be impossible has been 
done. 

God is the strongest person in the whole 
world. There is nothing impossible with him. 
You cannot see God; neither could you see the 
vacuum in the bottle. Jesus did some won- 
derful things. He made the blind to see, the 
deaf to hear, and the lame to walk. Jesus 
did so many things that we would think were 
impossible. When the people asked him how 
he could do all this, he answered, “With men 
this is impossible, but with God all things 
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are possible.” Let us ask God to help us with 
some of the things we think are impossible. 
Remember he is the strongest one in the 
whole world. He helped Arthur Kavanagh 
with what seemed impossible. He helped 
Jesus. God can help us to do what seems 
impossible. 

of 
Overcoming Handicaps 
Materials: 

A handkerchief, preferably a silk one. 


Demonstration: 

Tie a loose knot in the center of the hand- 
kerchief. Make the knot disappear not by 
untying it but by drawing your hand over it. 
Draw your hand over it several times without 
making the knot vanish. When you are ready 
to make it disappear, catch your thumb in a 
fold of the knot, and as your hand descends, 
pull it off to the end of the handkerchief. The 
thumb caught in the fold will not be detected 
since it it covered by the fingers and the back 
of the hand. 

Story: 

All of us have some kind of handicaps. 
What is a handicap? A handicap is a disad- 
vantage. What is a disadvantage? A disad- 
vantage may keep you from succeeding. For 
example, if a person cannot hear well that is 
called a handicap. The fact that he cannot 
hear well may keep him from succeeding. 
But he need not be a failure. That all de- 
pends upon the person. He can overcome 
his handicap. Ludwig von Beethoven became 
deaf when he was still a very young man. 
He did not say: “I can’t do anything worth 
while because I am deaf.” He became one of 
the greatest musical composers that the world 
has ever seen. He could not even hear the 
music that he composed. That certainly was 
a handicap. He consulted many doctors but 
none could help him. Then Beethoven faced 
his terrible handicap with courage. His deaf- 
ness was not going to get him down and 
discouraged. He worked at his music harder 
than ever, and when he was composing he 
would scarcely eat for days at a time. He 
would bend very low over the keys of his 
piano trying to catch the sound. Even though 
he was deaf, he led the orchestra that played 
the music which he wrote. When the people 
showed their appreciation by applause, he 
could not even hear this. In spite of sickness, 
poverty, and deafness, Beethoven continued 
to write music that made him perhaps the 
greatest composer that ever lived. There was 
a man who overcame his handicaps. 
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(Show handkerchief with knot) This knot 
we will call a handicap. Sometimes when 
we have something difficult to do and we do 
not know just how to do it we say, “This is 
a knotty problem.” Beethoven had many 
“knotty problems” in his life. He was sick, 
he was poor, he was deaf. But Beethoven 
untied the knots; he overcame his handicaps. 
Here is a knot in this handkerchief. I will 
take out the knot in the easiest way I know 
how. (Perform the trick) Well, this knot 
seems to have come out by itself. I did not 
even untie it. Beethoven did not overcome 
his handicaps that easily. It was done by 
nard work, and by trying again and again. 

_ Look at Jesus. Did he have any handicaps? 

es, indeed. He was poor. He came from 
small despised town. The people said: “He 
comes from Nazareth; nothing good ever 
comes out of Nazareth.” They said: “We know 
his parents; they are just poor peasants.” It 
was an uphill struggle for Jesus. An uphill 
climb is a real handicap. But such handicaps 
make some people all the more determined to 
make good. Jesus would not turn back even 
if they killed him. And that is just what they 
did. They nailed him to the cross. But today 
we know that Jesus was right and those who 
killed him were wrong. 


Handicaps are obstacles in the way. Jesus 
had obstacles in the way; so did Beethoven; 
so do we. These obstacles are like the knot 
in the handkerchief. We must take out the 
knots, overcome the handicaps and go on. We 
must not let handicaps whip and beat us. 
The knot in the handkerchief seems to have 
come out by itself or by magic, but not so 
with handicaps. We must work and fight to 
overcome them. 


vf 
The Sponge 
John 17:15. “I pray not that Thou shouldest 
take them out of the world, but that Thou 
shouldest keep them from the evil.” 

(Have small hand towel; glass jar with 
wide mouth, two-thirds filled with water; small 
rubber sponge.) 

You know, boys and girls, that whatever 
gets into our hearts has a way of influencing 
us, and it may be for good or for bad, accord- 
ing to what it may be that gets in. If the 
world with its wicked ways fills our hearts we 
will be like it. If Jesus comes into our hearts, 
then the world’s wickedness must go out, and 
He will keep us in the right way. We can- 
not be filled with good and at the same time 
be filled with evil. Besides good and evil 
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will not mix and either one of the other will 
have the best place in us. Jesus told His dis- 
ciples that while they were in the world, 
they were not to be of the world. The best 
way is to be filled with the good and evil 
will have no place. 

Here is a small sponge. You see it is filled 
with air and very light. I lay it in this jar and 
you see it floats on top. The air in the sponge 
is somewhat like the Spirit of God in us. He 
holds us up. We are kept by Him. 

Now I take the sponge and I put it down 
in the water, and squeeze the air out and it 
fills with water (be sure the air is all out and 
it is well saturated by squeezing it several 
times). I let go of it now and it sinks to the 
bottom. It is no longer able to ride on top 
of the water. You see the water stands for 
the world and its evil, and down the little 
sponge goes. It has lost its lifting power. 

Now I take it again, and I squeeze the 
water out of it. (Get it all out, as much as 
possible) and let the air in again, and once 
more it floats on the water. Oh, we should 
“be filled with all the fulness of God.” He will 
hold us up. —E. H. Shanks. 


vf 
Cooperation 


John 17:21. “That they may be one.” 

(Ask two husky boys from the juniors to 
come up and help you, one standing on either 
side. Call attention to your hands, and ask 
how many fingers, how many thumbs.) 

Did you ever ask yourself why four fingers 
and only one thumb. How many joints in 
your fingers? (three) Yes that’s right there 
are three. Now how many in your thumbs? 
(Two) Yes, there are two. Does that seem 
strange? Why only two in your thumbs? 
(Grasp a stick, your fountain pen will do to 
illustrate, and note that the thumb must hold 
against four fingers) If the thumb had three 
joints, it would be no stronger than a finger. 

(Now call attention to co-operation and 
how we must all work together.) 

Let us say that these two little fingers rep- 
resent the boys and girls, — the Juniors. These 
two “ring fingers” are the fingers of promise, 
and they represent the young people. These 
two middle fingers are the largest and they 
are the members of the church, men and 
women. Then these two index fingers, we 
call them, are the ones we use most of all, 
and we will say they are the officers of the 
church. Then the thumbs; what shall we say 
they are? Oh, well, yes, that will do, the pas- 
tor, superintendent of the Bible School. 

Now watch. (Take off your coat and roll 
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up your sleeves above the elbow.) Don't be 
afraid, I am not going to fight. Not yet. Now 
you boys put your hands around my arms at 
the elbows. Take a good hold so you can 
pull hard. 

Let us now hook these little fingers together. 
(Hook them) Now you see if you can break 
them apart. (They pull them apart easily). 
Yes, you can do it, can’t you? That was not 
so hard. 

Let us try the young people now and see 
if you can break up their organization. (Hook 
the third fingers) Oh, yes you can break 
them apart too. But it was a little harder, 
wasn't itP 

Now we will try these big fellows, the men 
and women. (Hook them together) Well, pull 
hard now. No, they cannot hold against your 
pulling. You see you represent the enemies 
who would break up the church and stop the 
work of the church if they could by all sorts 
of means, Sabbath desecration, picnics, Sun- 
day ball games, and Sunday touring. My! 
How many things come in to spoil the work 
of the church. 

Well let us now try these better trained 
ones, the deacons and deaconesses, church 
treasurer and church clerk. (Hook the first 
fingers and let them pull, but make it a bit 
harder to break the hold). Oh, oh, there 
they go. You certainly pulled them apart. 
But now we will try the Pastor, and Super- 
intendent and President of the Women’s So- 
ciety and the President of the Men’s Club, 
and of the B. Y. P. U. (Hook your thumbs) 
Ah, this will be harder. Now you'll have to 
pull pretty hard. Steady! Don’t jerk! Just 
pull steady! Ah, there you have pulled them 
apart. They just cannot hold out against you 
two adversaries. 

But you wait a minute. We are not done 
yet. Watch now. We will link them all to- 
gether. (Clasp your hands tightly, and hold 
on firmly) Now let us see what you can do. 
We have them all bound together in one 
strong bond of fellowship. Every one helping 
every other. See now if you can break this 
grasp. (Let them pull all they wish, only. 
they must not become rough about it. Cau- 
tion them to play fair.) Give up? Oh, you 
might just as well, for you cannot break this 
hold. If I wish to do it I could let two strong 
men, pull and they could not break my hold. 

This is your story, boys and girls, when you 
all pull together, all hold together, all work 
together, nothing can destroy your peace anc 
harmony and good times. Jesus prayed, “Tha” 
they all may be one in us.’—E. H. Shanks. 
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Christ Born into an Unconcerned World 
Matt. 2:1. “When Jesus was born . . 
days of Herod the king.” 

The coming of God’s Son into the world 
caused no ripple of excitement in the world 
into which He came. With the exception of 
a few humble shepherds nobody in Palestine 
knew that anything extraordinary was hap- 
pening. . . . When an heir to the throne of 
Britain is expected, great officers of state 
wait in the palace for the announcement of 
his birth—the whole population stands on 
the tiptoe of expectancy. But when God’s 
Son was born—no one watched or waited 
for His coming. He was born into an un- 
concerned world. . . . Herod in his palace 
knew nothing of it. The priests in Jerusalem 
— though that child was set for their fall — 
knew nothing of it. Caesar, the master of 
the world, away yonder in Rome — though 
before that child’s power the Empire was one 
day to yield—knew nothing of it. And yet 
the coming of that little child — so lowly, so 
humble — so unostentatious— was the most 
stupendous event in the history of the world. 
—Dr. J. D. Jones in “Keep Festival.” (Hodder 
and Stoughton). 


. in the 


of 
Making the Christmas Spirit Live 
Eph. 4:32. “Be ye kind one to another.” 

In 1935, moved by the fact that nothing 
beyond sporadic visits and programs at Christ- 
mas was offered the chronic sick of her com- 
munity, Mrs. Paul Bedford of Wilkes-Barre, 
Pa., wrote each shut-in asking which was 
most desired: a radio, flowers, or a visitor. 
With one accord they replied, “A visitor.” So 

Mrs. Bedford recruited 20 of her friends and 
they set out to make calls—not as Lady 
Bountifuls, but in a spirit of discovering new 
friends. The pleasure brought to both shut- 
ins and visitors resulted in the Friends of 
Shut-Ins Club which today has 188 visiting 
and 154 shut-in members. 

The club has no dues and no formal meet- 
ings but keeps exact records, visiting members 
reporting their activities once a month. Each 
shut-in who had no radio has been given one; 
there are 21 wheel chairs in circulation; type- 
writers are loaned, medical treatment ar- 
ranged for.* Visiting members who have mo- 
tion-picture projectors take them to invalids, 
many of whom have never seen a movie. 

Books, fruit, flowers, birthday cakes are 
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distributed; the library, churches, schools and 
Girl Scouts cooperate in the work. 

It is hard to tell whether visiting or home 
members get most out of the club. Many 
visiting members confess that they had long 
wanted to do something of the sort but had 
not known how to go about it. One of them 
commented, “I had begun to think there was 
no place for me but the bridge table;” while 
a shut-in, blind, lame and alone, said, “T 
thought no one knew I was alive.”—The 
Reader's Digest, December, 1939. 


> A 


‘Merry Christmas” Doctor Cancels 
All Bills Due Him 
Luke 7:42. “And when they had nothing to 
pay, he frankly forgave them.” 
*“Wishing all my patients A Merry Christ- 
mas and A Happy New Year. As a Christmas 
gift, I herewith cancel all my patients’ bal- 
ance indebtedness to me up to date. Dr. C. 
O. Thienhaus, 2933 North Hackett Avenue, 
Christmas, 1939.” 


This was the Christmas gift Dr. Thienhaus 
bestowed by newspaper advertisement. The 
doctor declined to discuss it, but his wife 
estimated the debts amounted to between 
$2,000 and $3,000.—The Syracuse Herald. 


vf 
Christmas in History and Life 


Matt. 2:10. “They rejoiced with exceeding 
great joy.” 

Cards for greetings were not commonly 
sold until 1862. At first they were simply hand- 
written sentiments with the sender’s name 
appended. However, as their commercial pos- 
sibilities were unfolded, they were developed 
to their present form. 


Holly and ivy, two plants which cover the 
walls of many a home on Christmas, were 
identified with the holiday at a very early 
date. Holly represents the master of the 
house, whereas ivy represents the mistress. 
Furthermore, holly was considered to be 
sacred and sedate; ivy was assumed to be of 
a very riotous nature. 


Mistletoe, among the ancient Druids, repre- 
sented love and peace. In the early Christian 
church it was customary to bestow the “kiss of 
peace” at Christmas time. These two symbols 
have become inter-woven in the custom of 
stealing a kiss under the mistletoe. 


Noel, the French term for Christmas, is 
derived from the Latin “natalis” referring to 
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a birthday. It appears to be associated with 
the new birth of the sun’s powers after the 
Winter solstice. 

Santa Claus is none other than Saint 
Nicholas, a Bishop who lived at Myra, in 
Asia Minor, during the fourth century. Bishop 
Nicholas distributed gifts to the poor and 
sweets to the children. However, Santa Claus, 
as we know him today, is less a figure repre- 
senting the good Saint than he is a symbol 
of cheer and good-will. 


Xmas, thus spelled as an abbreviation for 
Christmas, has its origin in the fact that the 
Greek letter chi was written as X. This letter 
was also the initial of the name Christos. 
Many people identify the X as representing 
the Cross. 


Yule, as another name for the Christmas 
season, is of great antiquity and its actual 
derivation is still a matter of dispute. Some 
philologists hold to the theory that the term 
is derived from the Anglo-Saxon hweol 
(wheel). They believe the wheel is related 
to the erroneous primitive conception of the 
circular path described by the sun during its 
annual journey around the earth. 

—The above seven items are from the New 
York Times Magazine, December 24, 1939. 
“From A to Z through Noel” by Keon Kaye. 


q 


Christmas Lights Turned on Early 
Gen. 1:14. “Let there be light.” 


The city of Denver planned for an elabor- 
ate illumination in its civic center at Christ- 
mastide, and arranged to have the lights 
flashed on for the first time on Christmas Eve. 
But a member of the Park Department heard 
that a woman (Mrs. Gustav Schoettle), who 
was lying critically ill in an apartment over- 
looking the plaza, had said, “I wish I could 
see the Christmas lights before I die.” 

He told the officials of the desire of the 
dying woman. And so on December 20th the 
lights were turned on for fifteen minutes so 
that the dying woman might have her Christ- 
mas wish gratified. 


Christmas Neutrality 
Luke 2:14. “Peace.” 


French troops in the Alps, in the winter of 
1939, were deprived of most sports except 
skiing. They therefore laid out a Soccer fielc 
on a flat expanse of snow. But during then 
game the ball was sent flying across the fron. 
tier into Italy. Christmas day was near. What 
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happened was related by the United Press in 
these words: 

“To have chased the ball would have been 
an infraction of Italy’s neutrality. To have 
lost the ball would have been a great disap- 
pointment to the French troops. An Italian 
observation post on a neighboring mountain- 
top saw the incident and immediately solved 
it by sending a ski patrol to gather up the 
ball and kick it back into France, enabling 
the game to continue. : 

This was a bit of kindness which the ath- 
letic soldiers could fully appreciate, and it 
made pleasant reading a wartime Christmas. 


uf 


Saw the Light at Christmas 
John 1:5. “The light shineth.” 


A Christmas star on the top of a tree 
blazed forth two days before Christmas, 1939, 
in the living room of a woman in Wakefield, 
Rhode Island, and its rays penetrated the 
darkness in which this woman had lived for 
thirty-six years. This woman, Mrs. Gladys 
Northrup, had been blind from the time she 
was six years of age. 

Exclaiming happily that she was able to 
see the light, the woman said, “I must be 
sure.” She then asked her husband to turn 
off the light. As he turned a silent switch 
she remarked that “the light has faded away.” 


The eighth operation had been performed 
on Mrs. Northrup’s eyes several days before, 
according to the Associated Press which re- 
lated the story. The surprised husband, with- 
out waiting to be told to turn on the light, 
silently switched on the star again, and the 
wife joyfully said: “I see the light again, I 
see the light. It has happened.” 


> A 
Christmas With the Poets 


Luke 2:14. “Glory be to God in the highest 
Heavens, And on earth peace among men 
who please Him!” (Weymouth). 


“War at Christmas” 


Can ever a song of peace be heard 

When earth shakes from the roar of guns, 
And angelic voices this Christmas Eve 

Are mingled with rattle of drums? 


Let me not forget that the angels’ song 
To those in Bethlehem fields 

Drowned out the sound of the soldier tread, 
The clatter of Roman shields. 


Can God’s gift of love be felt at all 
With the world at war again, 
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When the face of the Christ Child this Christ- 
mas Eve 
Is shadowed by hates of men? 


Let me not forget that the infant’s face 
To those honest seekers who came, 
Brought courage and hope and amazing faith 
Which all Rome tried to shake, but in vain. 


—James Allen Kestle. 


q 
The Star 


Little Child whose shining star 
Led the Magi traveling far 
Bringing You their incense sweet— 
Kneeling at Your baby feet— 

May we lift our hearts in prayer 
For the lonely everywhere 
Traveling through a starless night 
Unconscious of Thy guiding light— 
Illuminate the heart of them, 
Radiant Child of Bethlehem. 

Lead us with the Christmas star 
Close and closer where You are. 


—Julie Morrow DeForest. 
y 
Let Us Keep Christmas 


Whatever else be lost among the years, 
Let us keep Christmas still a shining thing; 
Whatever doubts assail us, or what fears, 
Let us hold close one day, remembering 
Its poignant meaning for the hearts of men. 
Let us get back our childlike faith again. 


Wealth may have taken wings, yet still there are 
Clear windowpanes to glow with candlelight; 
There are boughs for garlands, and a tinsel star 
To tip some little fir tree’s lifted height. 
There is no heart too heavy or too sad, 

But some small gift of love can make it glad. 


And there are home-sweet rooms where laugh- 
ter rings, 

And we can sing the carols as of old. 

Above the eastern hills a white star swings; 

There is an ancient story to be told; 

There are kind words and cheering words to say. 

Let us be happy on the Christ Child’s day. 


—Grace Noll Crowell in Good Housekeeping. 
ri 
A Christmas Prayer 


Grant us, dear Lord, the gift of peace 
this Christmastide; 

May love and brotherhood once more 
on earth abide; 
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May nations sense the futile ruthless- 
ness of strife 

And cease their wanton sacrifice of 
health and life; 

May lasting faith replace distrust in 
every heart, 


And hate no longer play its grim and 
bitter part. 
Then, only then, shall constant brother- 
hood abide; 
Grant us good will and peace, dear 
Lord, this Christmastide. 
—Belle M. Blair. 


* 
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Christmas Amity 
Rom. 12:9. “Your love must be genuine.” 


I Pet. 3:8. “You must all be harmonious, lov- 
ing, tender-hearted. . . .” 

I Jno. 3:14. “Because we love the brethren.” 

What incongruities! In a world of terror, 
horror and disorder — we see Christians and 
Jews battling each other; and Catholics and 
Protestants fighting one another; and all at a 
time, when they most need each other. The 
church, not unlike a regiment is divided into 
many companies, but companies do not fight 
each other when a common foe seeks to 
destroy both company and regiment. They 
realize that unless they “hang together” they 
will “hang separately.” This Christmas morn 
and every other morn, witnesses a deadly 
grapple between the foes and forces of right- 
eousness against unrighteousness. Call it a 
dictum, a truism or a preachment, sin and 
evil never did have anything in common with 
goodness, honesty, mercy, faith and _ truth. 
But to “fight the good fight of faith” against 
the devil and his works is a far different mat- 
ter than for religionists to fight each other. 
Though it may seem blurred and _ indistinct 
at times, the church and religion divided into 
companies, is still one mighty army marching 
under one Divine Leader. Difference of opin- 
ion concerning textual interpretation and 
script, much of which has been lost, is a 
mighty poor pretext for soldiers of an army 
to cherish grudge and bitterness toward other 
battalions of the same army. There are more 
things that unite believers than those which 
divide them anyway. Read this Christmas 
mom: Ephesians 6:12-20. Here Paul de- 
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clares: “Our struggle is with hierarchies (of 
sin), the authorities, and master-spirits of this 
dark world, even the spirit forces of evil on 
high.” And he might have added: we struggle 
against the forces of gilded sin in high places 
(social, financial and political) on this earth. 
We struggle against a perfect cataclysm of 
growing disrespect and cynicism of God and 
things sacred. We struggle against the evil 
machinations of commercialized vice and its 
thousands of ramifications. We struggle 
against the worship of Mammon, increasing 
tides of selfishness, mental sluggishness and 
moral indifference. We struggle, or should, 
against artificial standards of living, against 
extravagance, bluff and bluster, against popu- 
lar, and questionable, social indulgences and 
practices, against gambling and drinking, 
which once were strictly tabooed by all lovers 
of good taste and culture. Yes, “Jordan is a 
hard road to travel.” But why make it harder 
this Christmas by resort to whispering in- 
nuendo and sly veiled thrusts at comrades fn 
the great Christian Adventure — so vital to 
ourselves and mankind in general? A Christ- 
mas of bigotry, intoleration and persecution 
is a misanthrope and misnomer. 


ed 


Christmas in Reverse 
Matt. 23:37. “And ye would not!” 

In his work, “The Challenge of Change.” 
John Milton Moore reminds us: “Within a 
very few years, we have leaped from the ox- 
cart to the truck ranging along at fifty miles 
an hour. We not only fly through space at an 
incredible speed; but also sit at home and 
listen to world events coming over the ether 
waves. But we have also acquired a “break- 
down of authority, governmental, parental, 
religious. Victorian standards have been low- 
ered and a “larger lawlessness” has engulfed 
us. A short while ago, we measured distance 
in miles; now we lay the rod down on space 
in light years. A cosmic day is 300 years. 
None but Deity can find the earth among all 
the specks of the universe, and sometimes 
He Himself seems “lost to us among the 
stars.” The hearthstone is crumbling. In 1916, 
we had 118 divorces for every 100,000 popu- 
lation. In 1928, the number of shattered ro- 
mances had risen to 163 in every 100,000. 
A man stands sixteen times the danger of 
being murdered in America that he dees in 
England; six times as much danger as in 
Canada; twice as much risk as in Italy. Li- 
cense has become “money-mad, sex-obsessed, 
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pleasure-intoxicated.” Rather a seamy etching 
since the first Chistmas Morn! 

In 1880, our national wealth was estimated 
at 43 billion dollars; in 1926, it was appraised 
at 335 billion dollars — almost ten times as 
great. It is fairly distributed; for we own 
26 million cars. Evidently money can’t save 
us. What has happened since then — the de- 
flation of artificial values, that’s all. “To pro- 
duce things rather than men” constitutes sin, 
individual and corporate. In this time, we 
have had creeds, but hardly character. Christ- 
mas in 1940 provides us with one more chance 
to develop a civilization that is free from the 
seeds of decay. Accept Christ’s challenge 
today. Let it not be said that America’s Soul 
is gasoline, and its god, the million-voiced 
roar of the Motor. Pick up any paper and 
read of speeding morons rushing from no- 
where to nowhere. In New York City, motor 
deaths for several years have exceeded the 
combined mortality of typhoid, measles, scar- 
let fever, diptheria, whooping-cough, menin- 
gitis and bronchitis. It is truly a ghastly pic- 
ture, we paint today. What a far cry from 
that cry over the Judean hills; “Peace on 
earth, good-will to men.” 


Christmas As Ideal 
Luke 3:6. “Mankind to see how God can save.” 
What a beautiful world this could be, if we 
would eliminate scolding, bitterness, rancor, 
suspicion, slander, jealousy, gossip and strife. 
This Christmas Morn, one will find a plethora 
of many kinds of religion, but a decided 
shortage of vital, ethical and social relation- 
ship — the kind that makes folks respect and 
love one another; the kind that bodes no ill 
to the neighbor; the kind that cherishes and 
practices good-will and friendliness; the kind 
that does not engender class-hatred and spite 
against each other. To accomplish all this 
however, we must hasten the passing of the 
ephemeral and transitory, the material and 
mundane outlook upon life, and give a larger 
play and chance to those eternal forces which 
make for character, peace, prosperity and 
general happiness. It canot be that civilization 
is only skin-deep, a veneer, a step only from 
the caveman. Christians must lead the way 
in dispelling any such premise. They have no 
concealed panthers within. Reveal the spirit 
of Christmas today. 


of 
Christmas Solicitude 
Luke 5:18. “And they tried to get him in.” 
Thanks to some really excellent church 
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histories, we may know much of the Church 
of Yesterday; and through observation and 
experience know more of the Church of To- 
day. But what of the Church of Tommorow? 
Is it of any concern to us today or shall taxes 
and bonded indebtedness—‘“leave it to George” 
and succeeding generations to underwrite? He, 
who studies the Church of Yesterday cannot 
fail to be thrilled with its origin and develop- 
ment, the rise of its creeds and doctrines, its 
persecution and its joys, its losses and its vic- 
tories. There is no more absorbing history 
than Church History, and especially, the his- 
tory of your own local church. Have you 
biographical sketches of its founders and 
leaders? Why not enlarge some old daguer- 
rotypes and post them upon the Sunday 
School walls? Preach a sermon on Founders 
Day. Invite descendants and relatives of 
these worthies. You can make it a commun- 
ity day of great benefit to them and the 
church. The Church of Today has the names 
of over forty million affiliate members. Of 
course, we do not know how many are work- 
ing at it. We do know that less than ten per 
cent are acquainted with the ideals, programs 
and machinery necessary for its growth and 
success. With a little more unity today, what 
a force for social and civic righteousness we 
might become. We then could pass on to 
that Church of Tomorrow some of the zeal 
and enthusiasm of our Church of Today. It is 
still true. The challenge of a dynamic ideal- 
ism is the most inspiring and dynamic force 
in history. And it can be again. But only a 
“bubbling up” and running over life today, 
can aid any society and Church of Tomorrow. 
There will be great and drastic changes in 
that future church of tomorrow. We do not 
propose to prophesy philosophies which have 
been advanced by human messiahs. We are 
not so much concerned with them as we are 
with the world crisis of today. If civilization 
does not change its policy of destruction to one 
of salvation — we may not have brick, lumber 
and ideals sufficient to build and equip any 
church of tomorrow. To be sure, Christ al- 
ludes to the indestructibility of the militant 
church, “the gates of hell shall not prevail 
against it,” that will always survive. But un- 
less we cherish more highly eternal values, 
unless they become bone and sinew of our 
moral fibre? Unless, we concern ourselves with 
the kind of heritage, to bequeath that future 
Church, we may lose our Church of Today! 


OG 


The Expositor 


A Worker’s Prayer 

As the day begins, I will lift up mine eyes 
unto the hills and remember the Father who 
workest even unto now. O Thou art not a God 
of idleness, but the great comrade of all men 
and women who toil for honest ends and noble 
causes: Help me to do my work today. Pre- 
serve my ideals, keep my human contacts 
Christlike and unembittered, reveal to me 
along the way some new fragment of Thy 
truth. Take what I have tried to do and build 
it into thy Kingdom in mystic fellowship with 
all other eagerhearted men and women who 
have sought to be partners in creative toil, and 
sharers in the joy and labor of their Lord.— 
Dr. A. W. Palmer. 
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Those Contemplating Marriage 
Continued from page 571 


19. Does the Church meet your spiritual 
need? 

20. What part will Holy Communion and 
the worship of the Church play in your lives? 

21. If you are not members of the same 
church have you seriously studied each other’s 
religion to find out if you might unite on one 
church? Or, have you counted the cost of a 
divided loyalty and intelligently faced it? 


PERSONAL 
22. Is there anything in the life of either of 
you which you have concealed, or intend to 
conceal from the other? 


23. Is there anything in marriage which 
you fearP—yourself, the finality of marriage, 
fear of each other, fear of having children, or 
of any of the physical aspects of marriage? 


24. Is there any information which you do 
not possess, and feel you should have before 
you are married? 

25. Have you, to your own knowledge, any 
disease, or likelihood of disease, which might 
affect your future? Have you seen a reliable 
doctor in regard to this? 


The Service 

26. Have you read the service, so that you 
know what you are to promise? 

27. Have you planned your wedding as 
you, yourselves, wish it, so that you will al- 
ways cherish the memory of it? 

28. Have you considered others, particu- 
larly your parents and relatives, in deciding 


who will be present at it? 
‘The Calvary Evangel. 
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THE TWO HUMANITIES 
By D. R. Davies. Harper Bros., N.Y., 1940. 256 pp. $2.50 


This is a shocking book, but it is dealing with a 
shocking situation. It has a sub-title: An Attempt at 
a Christian Interpretation of History in the Light of 
War. The author is pastor of an industrial parish in 
Wales, and his pages are lighted by the explosions of 
bombs. He explodes one of his own. He is absolutely 
convinced that there is no hope for humanity in itself. 
Left to itself humanity proceeds to destroy itself. This 
war is only the latest proof of this. It has been evi- 
denced over and over again in the course of history. 
He writhes in pessimism as he looks at the natural man, 
but he glows with optimism when he turns to look 
upon Ged and to behold the new creation possible in 
Christ Jesus, and possible only in Christ Jesus. Dr. 
Davies is a contributor to The British Weekly. He 
knows liberalism, has been a liberal, but he has come 
through liberalism to a decided orthodoxy. For him 
Christ Jesus is God manifest in the flesh and the only 
possible Savior of men and of mankind, Reading this 
book many a minister will lie awake through the hours 
of the night, but God often comes to a man in the 
wakeful hours of the dark. —Wm. Tait Paterson. 


OPPORTUNITY IS YOURS 
By Daniel A. Poling. Published by Harper and Bros. 
263 pp. $2.00. 


Dr. Poling is always forceful, dynamic and _ helpful. 
From his world-wide travels and his correspondence and 
experiences, he has gathered forty-eight thrilling stories 
and they are presented in this form, after having been 
used on the radio. This reviewer found it very difficult 
to be torn away from the book. These are thrilling 
stories, excellently written and full of meat. They 
cover a wide range of topics. Sermon suggestions, points 
to press home in a sermon abound here. Preachers, 
Teachers, and those who are called upon to speak fre- 
quently will find this a helpful book to have, and, at 
the moment, I can think of nothing better to put into 
the hands of that young man who has just told me that 
he has nothing to live for. Here is a tonic for the 
discouraged, and inspiration for all. 


—Gordon W. Mattice. 


NOT ALONE 
By Joseph R. Sizoo. 
York. 99 pp. $1.25. 


The thirteen brief pulpit messages of the minister of 
the Collegiate Church of St. Nicholas, New York City, 
which make up this book are bouyant in spirit, vital in 


The Macmillan Company, New 


theme, written for the difficulties men face today, ar 
are illustrated with striking stories and quotations whic 
will find their way into the sermon of many reader 
The closing sentence in the sermon, “The Casualties « 
Impatience,” is well suited to be called the keynote ¢ 
the entire group of sermons: “The finest contributic 
you can make to this hour is to remain calm in tl 
storm, steadfast in a rocking world, patient in a da 


{ rebellion.” It is good preaching. 
ee —Charles Haddon Nabers. 


“TRUTHS THAT SHINE” : 
By Mary Dickinson. Published by Fleming H. Revel 


63 pp. $1.00. 
This is a book of poems, written by one who hz 
never written poetry before. The verses, mostly « 


four lines, are simple and came forth spontaneousl; 
They are religious in nature and in content, but thes 
is nothing of particular value in them. 

—Gordon W. Mattice. 


“THE GIST OF THE LESSON’’—1941 : 
By R. A. Torrey (compiled from his notes). Publishe 
by Fleming H. Revell. Vest pocket size. 35 cents. 


This is the forty-second year of publication of th 
very helpful and concise exposition of the Internation: 
Sunday School lessons. The purpose is to furnis 
teachers and scholars in the Sunday School with tt 
text of the lessons and suggestive comments thereos 
This purpose is fulfilled. Those following the Inte 
national lessons will find this booklet of much valu 
A good deal of material has been summarized, and eac 
lesson outlined. —Gordon W. Mattice. 


FROM EGYPT TO THE GOLDEN HORN 
By George Sergeant. Fleming H. Revell Co. 254 pp. $L.5 


The book is written by a former mayor of the cif 
of Dallas, Texas, whose hobby is travel. It contair 
much information about the Holy Land that is valuab 
and interesting. It is a kind of compendium of fac 
gathered from museums, other books of travel, an 
first hand observation. But unfortunately the authc 
has not assimilated or organized his voluminous mat: 
rial. However it may be a helpful reference book fe 
Bible students and prospective visitors to these lands. 

—Talmage C. Johnson. 


FORTY YEARS A COUNTRY PREACHER 
By George B. Gilbert. Harper Bros., N. Y. 1940. $2.’ 


The author is an Episcopalian minister in a rur. 
field in New England. He had a hard upbringing c 
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the farm, a strenuous time securing an education, diffi- 
culties with members of his congregations, “wangled” 
around bishops, smiled at dissenting clerics, and has 
had an awfully good time all his life. There is no 
theology in the book, but a lot of good practical religion. 
His methods have been unconventional and along lines 
he never learned in the Divinity Hall. He has found 
food, furniture, fun, funds, freedom and frolic for a 
host of his parishioners, who were not always Epis- 
copalians. It is excellent reading for the tired parson. 
It is also highly suggestive of ways and means in the 
parish. But then we are not all Gilbertian — more’s 
the pity, perhaps! —Wm. Tait Paterson. 


A FAITH TO AFFIRM 
By James Gordon Gilkey. Macmillan, N. Y., 1940. 170 
pp. $1.75. 


The minister of the South Congregational Church, 
Springfield, Mass., strives to give us the ultimate in 
Protestant Liberalism and succeeds, perhaps, beyond his 
Own expectations. He takes away all divinity, not to 
say deity, from Jesus. He leaves the Bible no authority 
of any sort. To be sure he does leave God wise and 
friendly, and working, but only in the inner life of 
individuals. Outside of that he reduces the Christian 
message to morality and psychology. This is the liberal- 
ism that has failed to save the Church and the World. 
This is the liberalism that is pushing many of us closer 
and closer to the fundamentalists. 

—Wm. Tait Paterson. 


105 MODERN PARABLES FOR YOUNG FOLKS 
By John Henry Sargent. W. A. Wilde, Co., Boston. 
xxii and 105 pp. cloth. $1.25. 


It is a shame that the author of this volume did 
not have some excellent criticism and supervision. He 
shows promise, but that promise needs guidance. This 
is one of the most unsatisfactory volumes of its kind 
that I have seen. The title itself gives the key because 
it could not be worse. They are not parables, and the 
careless use of ‘folks’ for the colloquial ‘folk’ indicates 
the careless use of material which follows. 

Most of the material seems to be gained second hand. 
Each story is too short clearly to delineate what is in 
his mind. Moral and religious lessons are, in most 
cases, forced. In some cases the facts are wrong. I 
could quote examples from every page, but will not 
do so. 

I hesitate to criticize too severely, but this volume 
is one which may be passed by. —W. R. Siegart. 


THE BRIDGE OF CARAVANS 
By Frances Jenkins Olcott. W. A. Wilde Co., Boston 
167 pp. and index, cloth. $2.00. 


One is drawn to the excellent composition of this 
book. It is illustrated from photographs, and the print- 
ing of the photographs is very good, adding much to 
the value and usefulness of the volume. 

The material is first hand, the result of actual travel 
in Palestine. Miss Olcott is a keen observer, able to 
see the important and eliminate the common. Her 
bibliography, used as a check, is good. She has exer- 
cised care in both observation and writing. 

She writes clearly and in simple terms, thus making 
the book available to any one who can read. At places 
she makes her subject matter visible to the mind’s eye. 

The chapters were first written for the Sunday School 
Times, assuring the simplicity and popularity of style. 
The book deals with Cyprus, Cilicia, Syria, Palestine 
and the Cilician Gates in the Taurus. It is, without 
a doubt, a fine and useful book for religious workers 
and others. Its clear style, popular manner of prersenta- 
tion and good illustrations commend it to wide use and 
circulation. —W. R. Siegart. 


RE-THINKING THE CHURCH 
By William Bell Riley. Fleming H. Reyell Co., New 


York, 124 pp. $1.00. 

This book makes little or no contribution to any of 
the modern problems of the church. The author appar- 
ently is unaware of the fact that the conflict between 
Modernism and Fundamentalism has long since been 
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fought out and that the real issues which confront the 
church today are elsewhere. Those who are not willing 
to leave the old battleground may find the book o 
some interest. The author’s method is that of pilins 
one proof-text upon another with dogmatic assurance 
that each text can have no other meaning or inter 
pretation than that which he assigns to it. 


—Talmage C. Johnson. 


A PIONEER DOCTOR IN OLD JAPAN 
The story of John C. Berry, M. D., by Katherine Fiske 
Berry. Fleming H. Revell Company, New York. 247 pp 
$2.50. 


One of the thrilling incidents in Christian Missions 
of the nineteenth century was the close relation the 
missionary bore to the governmental authorities in th 
nation where he lived. Evangelists and physicians ex 
erted great power and influence. We are likely te 
forget it entirely today, or to minimize it so much a 
to lose its significance. It is well, therefore, that the 
lives of these great pioneers be written for the in 
struction and inspiration of our matter-of-fact genera 
tion, as well as to stir our faith and bolster our courage 
Such a leader was John C. Perry whose life is told se 
beautifully by his daughter. He went to Japan withis 
twenty years after Commodore Perry opened the lane 
to western travel, and worked there with wonderfu 
success. Students of modern Japan need the content 
of this volume. Christian leaders both at home ane 
abroad need its inspiration. It is missionary work a 
its best, convincingly and lovingly told. 

—Charles Haddon Nabers. 


ROAD TO REVIVAL 


By Vance Hovner. 114 pp, Revell. $1.00. 


Twelve evangelistic messages by one of North Caro 
lina’s best known preachers. The themes are wel 
chosen. The topics are well handled. They are fille 
with stories and passages from scripture. They leav 
one wishing that they had been prepared more in th 
spirit of the one whom they set forth as the Hope o 
the world. This is the time when men ought to b 
preaching Christ rather than criticising fellow preachers 
At every corner the author finds a modernist ane 
pauses to run him through. The world does not neee 
to know why modernism missed the bus. It does nee¢ 


to know Jesus Christ. There is much fine materia 
here. It is a good book but there has been so mucl 
sparring at straw men. 

The topics of the twelve sermons are “Road t 
Revival,” “Are You There,’ “Stir Up the Gift 0 
God,” ‘‘Wonderful,’ ‘‘Where Are the Marks of th 
Cross,” “Shields of Brass,’ ‘‘Why Have the Shower 


Been Withholden,”’ ‘Where is the Lord God of Elijah, 
“Prophetic Doctrine and Practical Duty,’ ‘Nothing i 
His Hand,” ‘Power Love and A Social Mind,” ‘Jesu 
Christ the Same.” —Charles F. Banning. 


CATHOLIC PRINCIPLES OF POLITICS 
By John A. Ryan and Francis J. Boland. The Macmilla 
Company, N. Y., 1940. 366 pp. $3.00. 


This is a new and thoroughly revised edition of th 
standard text on the principles of politics, “The Stat 
and the Church.” It is the basic text for colleges an 
seminaries and, of course, carries the approval of th 
Roman Church. It is a lengthy and abstruse dis 
cussion of the philosophy of the individual and th 
State and of the relationship of Church and _ State 
Encyclicals by Popes are reproduced almost in entiret 
in some chapters and freely quoted throughout the book 
Protestants will find it somewhat dreary and confuse: 
reading except, perhaps, the last chapter on ‘Catholic 
ism and Americanism,” an address delivered in 191. 
by Archbishop Ireland. In spite of the protestations o 
non-intervention by the church in politics and affair 
of State, it is difficult for some of us to forget quit 
recent happenings. In 1933 through the work of th 
present Pope the Roman Church welcomed Nazism a 
a friend of the Church and, therefore, of Christianity 
The Pope sent Franco a telegram congratulating hir 
on his “Catholic” victory. These and many other recen 
incidents as well as a great deal in history make i 
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exceedingly difficult for Protestants to believe in a 
Catholic policy of non-intervention. The book will 
supply Protestants with the claims of the Roman 
Church in this particular sphere—Wm. Tait Paterson. 


WHAT WE MEAN BY RELIGION 

By Willard L. Sperry. Harper Bros., N. Y., 1940. 177 pp 

$1.75. ‘ 

This is the first annual volume of the “Florida South- 
ern College Lectures.” The lectures are intended to 
help ‘‘to make religion an essential element in a liberal 
education.” The Dean of the Harvard Divinity School 
has given us a clear and informing discussion of five 
familiar words: Religion, Faith, Prayer, Morals, God. 
He seeks to bring a definition and an exposition of 
these words. Everyone of the five chapters is full and 
informative. The chapters on Faith and Prayer seem, 
to the reviewer, particularly good as is also the closing 
chapter on God. In the chapter on Morals he suggests 
an answer to the question “Why Do I Need a Religion 
Ti I Have a Moral Code?” Preachers will find much 
in this little volume to stir up the gray matter and 
warm the heart, and will discover some excellent illus- 
trative material. —Wm. Tait Paterson. 


“THE GOLDEN BOUGH,” 

Sir James G. Frazer, one yclume abridged edition, 714 

pages with index, Macmillan, $1.49. 

The title of Sir James G. Frazer’s great book, first 
published half a century ago, was suggested by a pic- 
ture by the English artist, J. M. W. Turner. The 
author, probably inspired by the work of Herbert 
Spencer, was a young Scottish barrister. He undertook 
to gather information from all the world in regard to 
ancient cults and folk-lore and to trace the social 
institutions of the modern world back to their sources. 

One of the responsibilities of the religious teacher is 
the task of keeping religion and magic apart. That 
they tend to become confused is one of the dangers 
that threaten the integrity of religious faith. In a part 
of Brittany, when the people bring the tails of cattle 
to hang up in the church, the spiritual significance of 
the ancient custom may be clear in the mind of an 
intelligent priest; but it is sure to be confused with 
magic in the minds of some of his people. Thus, the 
wearing of a scapular, the making of ‘‘novenas,” the 
telling of beads, may be helps to devotion; but un- 
questionably they involve the danger of superstition. 
Even in the Protestant churches this danger is never 
absent. 

According to Frazer, religion and magic are different 
in one fundamental particular. The magician, he says, 
professes to be able to compel unseen forces to do his 
will; the religious devotee seeks to conciliate the unseen 
power and obey it. The priest has an awful sense of 
the divine majesty and prostrates himself before it; the 
magician haughtily commands it. There is a_ belief 
among French peasants that if the priest performs an 
imaginary rite called “The Mass of the Holy Ghost,” 
not even God can refuse to respond favorably. That 
is magic and there is, of course, no such teaching in 
the church. 

Vestiges of ancient magic remain in many of our 
social customs. In bringing together a vast store of 
information concerning archaic customs, the book has 
been of immense service to students of humanity. The 
American scholar, Lynn Thorndike, in his massive 
studies of magic in the middle ages, has done similar 
service in relation to medieval Europe. 

The “Golden Bough” was first published in two vol- 
umes in 1890. Twenty-five years later Frazer com- 
pleted his work, expanding it to twelve volumes. In 
1922 he collaborated in making a one-volume con- 
densation. The present book is a re-issue of that. It 
is excellent browsing ground. One can turn to it any- 
where and find fascinating reading. It is a mine of 
illustration for the preacher as well as a necessity for 
the student of society. —Alvin E. Magary. 


MAN OF SPAIN ’ 
By Joseph H. Fichter, S. J. The Macmillan Company, 


N. Y. 1940. 349 pp. $2.50. 
The author is a member of the Society of Jesus and 
his book bears the approval of the Roman Church. It 
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is the story of Francis Suarez, considered by many the 
sreatest philosopher and theologian among the Jesuits. 
He lived in the Spain of the Great Armada, and this 
well-written book gives us numerous glimpses of the 
glory that was Spain. Although he became the re- 
jowned teacher of his day, Suarez was a dull student 
and was actually refused admission to the Jesuit Order. 
He attributed his new-born ability to grasp the intric- 
acies of philosophy “to the good graces of the Blessed 
Virgin.”” There is much in the book that will not appeal 
to Protestants, but it is well and clearly written, bring- 
ing into our acquaintance a character little known to 
most of us, and also giving us a view of Spain of the 
sixteenth century, the period in which the Moors were 
conquered and driven out. It is to be commended. 
—Wm. Tait Paterson. 
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MID-WEEK SERVICES 


I. The Hidden Treasure 


Invocation. 

Hymn: “The Voice of God is Calling.” 

Scripture Lesson: Matt. 13:44 (Also others 
from notes below, if desired). 

Hymn: “How Firm a Foundation.” 

Address: 

The purpose of this little parable, and the 
one following, is to exhibit the incomparable 
value of the kingdom of heaven. 

Note: 


I. The treasure. A pot of gold. A collec- 
tion of rare jewels. The gospel is a treasure 


of joy, happiness, and true satisfaction. (See 
Jno. 4:13, 14.) The Bible speaks of: 
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1. The riches of God’s goodness (Rom. 2:4: 
Eph. 1:7). 

2. The riches of his glory (Rom. 9:23). 

3. The unsearchable riches of Christ (Eph. 
8:8). 

4. The treasure of wisdom and knowledge 
which is hid in Christ Jesus (Col. 2:3). 

II. The treasure hidden. 

1. In a field of circumstances, of business 
cares, of social cares, of educational en- 
deavor, of sin and wickedness. The gospel is 
a pot of gold over which men thoughtlessly 
and unknowingly pass while in pursuit of 
lesser values. 

2. By the god of this world who has blinded 
the minds of men to the best things of life 
(2, Cor. 4:4). 

III, The treasure found. 

1. By an unexpecting man. While working 
for things less precious. While other thoughts 
and purposes are in his mind, man discovers 
the treasure. (See Rom. 10:20.) 

2. By a discerning man. Recognizing im- 
mediately the value of the treasure, he “hid” 
it. (See Jno. 1:48-45; 4:27-80.) Having 
found the kingdom, men should hide it in 


their hearts, and not from others. (See Psa. 
£19:11.) 
IV. The treasure purchased. 

1. Voluntarily. No one urged it upon him. 
He “goeth” eargerly, unhesitatingly. 

2. Joyfully. “In his joy” he went. He did 
not go as one to a funeral, or as a man con- 
demned to die. 

8. At a great price: “He selleth all,” etc. 
Renounces sin, abandons evil companions, re- 
linquishes worldly pursuits — ceases to dig or 
plow. (See Matt. 16:24; Luke 14:33; Tit. 
2:11-14.) 

4, At a great profit. Though he parted with 
all that he had, he did not lose. He gained a 
hundredfold. (See Rom. 8:18; 2 Cor. 4:17; 
Matt. 19:29.) 

Having discovered the divine treasure, men 
should “repent and be baptized” and receive 
the riches of the Lord. (See Acts 2:38.) 

—Frank L. Cox. 

Hymn: “Our Faith is in the Christ.” 

Prayer: By members who volunteer, fol- 
lowed by pastor. 

Benediction. 


II. God Broadcasting 


Invocation: “God give us grace to hear Thy 
voice, and willingness to do that which _ is 


Thy will.” 
Hymn: “Lead us, Heavenly Father.” 
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Scripture: Paul’s Epistle to Philemon. Acts 
Ihgtes. 

Hymn: “Soldiers of Christ, Arise.” 

Address: 

“Ye shall receive power, after the Holy Ghost 
is come upon you. And ye shall be wit- 
nesses.’ —Acts 1:8. 

There are three kinds of people. There are 
those whose words make against righteousness. 
What they say litters up the world just as a 
man litters up the sidewalk when he tears 
papers in bits or throws down other refuse. 
The angels of God have continually to sweep 
up after them. Then there are other men who 
do not say evil words, but there is something 
about their utterance that does not carry. 
They lack fire and force, and a vital current. 
There is something dead and formal about 
them in spite of their propriety. And then 
occasionally there comes along a man whose 
word is with power. In his case his words 
are always broadcast by the heavenly dynamos. 
The problem of youth is to learn to live and 
then to speak in such fashion that heaven will 
consider one’s words worthy to be spread far 
and wide. 

That is what Jesus wished for His disciples. 
They were to tarry until they were endowed 
with power from on high. They were to wait 
upon God until He sent into their utterances 
a certain force and fire and feeling that made 
them worthy to be broadcast over all the 
earth, 

And how well they succeeded. Little letters 
that Paul wrote to individual churches have 
been broadcast through the Holy Ghost to all 
the centuries. Even a private letter like the 
Epistle to Philemon has been read by millions. 
Truly God does have a broadcasting establish- 
ment, and the problem of life is to experience 
enough truth and to utter it with enough ef- 
fectiveness to make it worthy of being relayed 
by the Holy Spirit.—R. H. W. 


Hymn: “Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus.” 
Prayer: (For guidance in our individual 
lives, both members and pastor.) 
Benediction. 
v/ 
Ill. Digging Wells 
Invocation. 
Hymn: “My Faith Looks Up to Thee.” 
Scripture: 
Ps. 84:6. “Who passing thru the valley of 


weeping, maketh it a fountain.” 

Rom. 5:3. “We ought to glory in our troubles.” 
Hymn: “O Love that Wilt not... .” 
Members: (Give instances where “wells 

along the way” proved fountains to them; 
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also, call attention to the unfathomable “foun- 
tain” of good will and love the celebration of 
the Birth of Christ ushers in each year. Com- 
pare this burst of love to the present European 
situation). 

Hymn: “Love Divine, all Love Excelling.” 

Address: 

The Psalmist had his Valley of Baca on 
trouble and so has all mankind. But unlike 
many of us, he made little wells of refreshing 
along his way. The Christian religion has a 
technique in mastering trouble, or are we 
content to allow trouble to master us? Trou- 
ble may depress and crush us or we may 
arise from it like a conqueror. We have 
known many who have used God’s spiritual 
technique for every trouble. Why not draw 
then from God’s Wells of Joy and Peace? 
First, learn to recognize that suffering, al- 
though mysterious, is often necessary to 
growth. It surely, is not confined solely to 
you and all mankind, but is characteristic of 
all creation, both animate and inanimate. A 
history of the animal, vegetable and mineral 
kingdoms would confirm this. Suffering is 
often the hard way, but even hard ways are 
necessary to success and achievement. Adjust 
yourself and early to the conviction that your 
suffering may prove to be a great factor in 
God's great plan for you. It proved to be a 
blessing in Job’s case and to millions of his suc- 
cessors. Second, learn that the World’s Great- 
est Specialist is working today through many 
highly accredited sciences and techniques. He 
knows and understands suffering. God loses 
no cases, for to Him there is no trouble so 
unique, difficult and “incurable” which He 
cannot ease. Third, learn to sympathize with 
others in their troubles. It may help you to 
escape a possible “martyr-complex.” And never 
confuse true solicitude with fretfulness and 
tantalizing. When you “commit your way” 
and your troubles “unto the Lord,” under no 
circumstances take them back. Help God to 
help you. Fourth, count your blessings and 
make the most of your assets. Be assured 
that man, and not God, is responsible for 
most of our afHictions and suffering anyway. 
Cultivate an unswerving conviction that God 
can bring goodness from seeming evil, success 
from failure, health from disease and order 
from chaos. 

Hymn: “O Grant us Light, that we may . . ne 

Prayer and Benediction. 

vf 

1V. Borrowed Beauty 

Invocation: “Heavenly Father, give us the 
grace to reflect in our lives something of the 
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love and beauty of the matchless Christma: 
story. We ask in Jesus’ Name.” 

Hymn: “Rejoice ye pure in Heart.” 

Scripture) Matt. 2:10. Luke 2:20. Johr 
3:16. Acts 20:35. 

Hymn: “O Little Town of Bethlehem.” 

Comments: 

I heard recently an interesting story of : 
little girl who lived in a far northern land, ¢ 
land of snow and ice, of customs other thar 
ours. One day when the little girl visited at 
the Mission-Doctor’s home, she was entrancec 
with the color, form, and fragrance of a lovely 
flower. They called it a rose. She longed tc 
touch it again and again, and as she hurriec 
home, she tried. to think how she woulc 
describe the rose to her mother, her brother: 
and sisters, and to her playmates. She triec 
to remember its form, how the beautifully 
curved, soft leaves were packed together; how 
bright the color. Although she made every 
effort to explain it, she knew the rose was fai 
more beautiful than the pictures she coulc 
draw of it in words for those whom she loved 
and with whom she wanted to share her pleas- 
ure. When she attempted to tell of the scent 
of the rose, she had no way to make ther 
understand, because they knew nothing like ¢ 
rose. This made her sad and unhappy wher 
she realized that she could not share this 
pleasure. Finally she said, “If it was mine 
Mother, I would have brought it to you, sc 
you would know.” 

After some years, it chanced that the fami- 
ly went to live where flowers are more com- 
mon, and the little girl now nearly grown, re- 
ceived as a gift a rose of her own. She hur- 
ried home to her mother, saying, “Here 
Mother, here is a rose. It is mine, so I coulc 
bring it to you to see and smell!” All the years 
since she had first seen a rose, she had wantec 
to share the joy with her mother, but unti 
she had one of her own she did not know how 
to share it. 

This story reminded me of many other joys 
we have in life, besides the rose, and how 
carelessly we accept these gifts, never think 
ing to be grateful. It also made me think o: 
the careless manner in which many of us ac 
cept the greatest gift that man has ever re 
ceived from Heaven, that is the birth of Jesu: 
Christ, and the great love he brought to us 
Most of us know the story, but few of u: 
make any effort to learn to know Jesus Chris 
as he has invited us to learn to know him 
Of course, we can’t tell others about him anc 
his love, until we really learn to know for our 
selves how great and deep it is, and just wha 
he can do for us. When we learn to know 
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him, we can go to others and say, 
Mother, Father, Sister, Brother, 
here is what Jesus Christ is. This is what he 
did for me. This is how he encouraged me. 
This is how he strengthened me in time of 
loneliness and sorrow and pain. This is how 
he loved me in spite of my selfishness and sin. 
I have learned to know him, so I can bring 
him to you.” 


“Here, 


and friends, 


Hymn: “Hark, the Herald Angels Sing.” 
Prayer: (In unison from prepared prayer). 
Hymn: “Silent Night.” 


Benediction. 
Y 
VY. Facing the Test in the New Year 
Invocation. 
“O Master, 
Scripture: 
There was a man there who had his hand 


withered. And Jesus said unto him, 
Stretch forth thy hand.—Luke 6:6, 10. 


“All Hail the Pageant of... .” 
Comment: 


Hymn: Let Me Walk. . . .” 


Hymn: 


This is the way we accomplish most of our 
tasks in this world. We face a responsibility 
and feel physically unable for it. But provi- 
dence plainly says it must be done, and so 
we attempt it; and mysteriously enough 
strength comes to us as we carry on the work. 
We face an intellectual task; our minds are 
confused and vacant, but the Master looking 
down at our withered faculties, says, Stretch 
them forth. And we do it, and lo, and behold, 
after a season of apparently futile effort our 
minds clear and we accomplish the task suc- 
cessfully. We face a struggle with temptation; 
the environment is all against us; we are mor- 
ally anemic and spiritless. But still the great 
Master looks down with beseeching eyes, and 
says, Stretch forth thine hand. 

And so encouraged by the light of His 
countenance we rouse ourselves, the Spirit of 
God reinforces us, and we accomplish the 
impossible. It is not done through effort mere- 
ly, or self-reliance; it is done through faith. 
It is done under the encouragement of Christ, 
and under the stimulus of love for our fellows. 
There is no tonic like love to God and to man. 
Nothing puts iron into the will like gratitude 
to our heavenly Father, and pity for our fel- 
low sinners.—R. H. W. 

Hymn: “Lord God of Hosts. . . .” 

Prayer: (For guidance, courage, and stead- 
fastness in the purposes of God). 

Hymn: “Lord, speak to me... . 


Benediction. 
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